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Reve Je Harl Jackman, 
secretary, Vork in Alaska, 
Board of National lissions, 
Presbyterian Church U. 5S. A. 
156 Sth Ave. Ne Ye Ne Ye 


Dear Dr. Jackman: 


Ve were very happy to receive your letter sent to us from 
Chicago. Being near by we hoped you could stop off at Detroit and 
visit with us. Mrs. Fredsell would enjoy meeting you and I hope 
if you have the opportunity you will drop for a Visit. 


Your statement concerning Ed. Knudson and that my references 
meet with your approval definitely clear the way for our ministry at 
Skagway. We have talked with two of the leading Elders here and we 
are having a meeting of the two Boards on Thursday evening. Our folks 
at the Church feel that Alaska being an area of great need and that if 
we can be used of God we should by all means heed this call to service, 
Will you therefore proceed with the necessary steps for our appoint- 
ment to the Skagway Church. 


I have a fine young Christian layman who I would like to commend 
to you and who is interested in working under our Board in Alaska. He is 
John W,. Blackburn, the Superintendent of our Northville Sunday School and 
a Trustee of the Church. Mr. Blackburn is a graduate of the University of 
Michigan, a man of ability, good judgment with a pleasant personality. At 
present he is a manager of a department store but I think he could be help- 
ful in our work. He is very skillful with tools and is interested in teaching 
boys and girls. An excellent woodworker I am wondering if we could use him 
at the Sheldon Jackson School or at Haines House, Mrs, Blackburn his wife, 
is a consecrated and capable young Christian woman. They are both in their 
early thirties with a lovely family of three small girls. Alaska has a great 
appeal for them and perhaps you know of an area where they could be of use 
to the Kingdom. If you cannot use Mr. Blackburn would you permit me to write 
to Vr. Rasmussen of the Bank of Akska asking about openings for young men 
who desire to work there? Have you incidentally heard from Elder Rasmissen 
concerning any changes in Skagway? Ve are very close to the Blackburns and if 
they could locate in Skagway I know they would be helpful to the Church and 
the commnity. 


This is an unusual request but I hope you will understand the spirit 
of helpfulness in which it is offered. From your experience in visiting 
Llaska we would appreciate any helpful suggestions as to what we should bring 
with us. ‘Je would incidentally like to know the cost of the passage on the 
boet from Seattle to Skagway. Mr. Rotenberry's letter would be useful to us 


if your secretary would kindly make us a copy of it. Mrs, Fredsell and myself 
are gonstantly asing God's guidance in the change we e now maki hank 
you for your good counsel. Cordially 
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Che Hirst Wreshuterian Church 
Northuilly, Michigan 


Founded 1829 


Director of Choirs Organist 


CHARLES W. MEYERS, Sexton 
221 Church Street 


This Church is affiliated with: 
The Detroit Council of Churches 
The Michigan State Council of Churches 
The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America 


“ENTER TO WORSHIP; DEPART TO SERVE”’ 
THE REV. HAROLD F. FREDSELL, M.A. 
Pastor 
WILLIAM G. WILLIAMS MRS. G. V. HARRISON 
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WELCOME FRIEND: In Christ's name we welcome you to this church; to its 
work and worshin; *o its “om‘ort and service for others. Within the 
Father’s House let no one feel himself a stranger. 


Che First Presbyterian Church 


Northville, Michigan 
Reverend Harold Fredsell, Pastor 
Sunday Morning Worship 
JUNE 18, 1944 AT 11 O’CLOCK 


SILENT MEDITATION—(A prayer upon entering the Sanctuary) 


“Almighty God, we come before Thee in the spirit of true and sincere wor- 
ship. As we draw near unto Thee in this holy place, may we be delivered 
from all coldness of heart and wanderings of mind. In all things may we 
more worthily show forth Thy name in Thought, word, and deed, striving to 
unite all mankind in the fellowship of Faith in Thee, through Jesus Christ, 
Our Lord, Amen.” 


ORGAN DEVOTIONAL—“Andante”’ . - - -  Rhineberger 
DOXOLOGY AND INVOCATION 

LORD’S PRAYER—Choral Amen 

RESPONSIVE READING—Selection 577 

GLORIA PATRI 

HYMN NO. 33—‘“‘When Morning Gilds the Skies” - - Caswall 


THE READING OF THE SCRIPTURE 


VOCAL TRIO—“The Green Cathedral” - - 
Helen Radak, Claire Williams, June Ling 


MESSAGE TO THE JUNIOR CONGREGATION 

HYMN NO. 112—“Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee” - ~ Bernard 
COMMISSIONING SERVICE (page 3) 

OFFERTORY SERVICE 


Organ Meditation—“Dedication” - - - E Franz 


Congregational Response of Thanksgiving. 
“All things come of Thee, O Lord, 
And of Thine own have we given Thee” 


- - Hahn 


Choral Anthem—“Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem” - Maunder 
SERMON—“Life’s ‘Second Best’ ’ 
HYMN NO. 156—“I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” - 2 Bonar 
BENEDICTION — Congregation Seated 
CHORAL RESPONSE—“The Lord Bless You and Keep You” - lLutkin 
ORGAN POSTLUDE—“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” a Diggle 
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SERVICE THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
And we know that to them that love God all things work together for 
good, even to them that are called according to his purpose . .. What then 
shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? . . . Nay, 
in all these things we are more than conqueror’s through Him that loved 
us.” Romans 8:28, 31, 37. 


The Young People’s Sunday Evening Program is conducted by the 
Senior Christian Endeavorers. It is open to the youth of the community. 
Miss Alice Hahn will lead the discussion on the topic, “Making the Best Use 
of Sunday.” Transportation will be arranged for those attending the Wald- 
enwoods Conference. 


Teachers and helpers of the Annual Vacation Bible School are planning 
to have a conference and meet with the Director, Mrs. Louise M. Miner this 
Sunday afternoon and evening. The suggestion is made to meet at 4 p.m. 
and to bring a passing dish for a light supper. Helpers are still needed to 
assist with the school. Kindly speak to the Pastor of your willingness. 
Sessions are held each day from 9 a.m. to 12 noon, Monday through Friday 
for the two weeks period of June 19th to the 30th. 


It is a real privilege to have these young ladies share with us a lovely 
trio vocal presentation. We welcome June Ling and renew our fine friend- 
ship with Helen Radak and Claire Williams. When gasoline rationing is 
brought to a close we hope to see them more often. 

Our capable Choir Director Bill Williams is planning to have the Youth 
Choir and the Senior Choir sing tegether during the Union Church Services 
to be held at our church for the month of July. Rehearsals are held on 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 

The Woman’s Union and the Sunday School have generously offered to 
help in raising the $232.00 needed to send our young people to the Summer 
Camps. Individual gi‘ts would be of great assistance in making it possible 
for our boys and girls to take advantage of this splendid opportunity. Make 
your contribution to any officer of the church or the Pastor. The Board of 
Trustees are to have a short meeting at the close of the service to arrange 
for the necessary funds. Thirty-one of our young people have registered 
to date. 

Our Summer Communion Service will be held next Sunday at the 11 
o’clock hour. To keep the “tryst” is your responsibility each time the sac- 
rament is observed. New members are welcomed at this time. These are 
days when we need the church and the church needs us. Take this as your 
invitation and speak to the Pastor concerning your decision. The “little 
ones” are to be Baptized at the same service, naming them after the name 
of Christ. 

COMMISSIONING SERVICE FOR SUMMER CONFERENCE DELEGATES 

(The delegates will kindly come forward as their names are called, 
standing at the steps of the chancel. Junior High folks will stand in front 
of the Seniors.) 


The Charge by the Pastor: 
We commission you as delegates of The First Presbyterian Church, 


- Northville, to the Waldenwoods Conference and Camp, because any young 


person who attends a Presbyterian Conference of necessity represents a 
church. Do you the members of the church who are to assist in sending 
them feel that this group is representative of our finest youth in the church 
and the community. 
Congregational Response: 

We do accept them and hereby commission them. 
The Assignment: 

Will you. as our delegates to the Waldenwoods Conference and Camp 
of the year 1944, do all in your power, by your individual effort, to main- 
tain “the conference spirit?” Will you seek to gain the greatest benefit 
from the conference experience, for yourself and for the Church you repre- 
sent? If it is your intention answer “IT will.” 

The Commissioning Prayer: (by People and Pastor) 

“Q God, our Father, we thank Thee for all the ways in which Thou 
dost show Thyself to us, and help us to know Thee. Guide and inspire these 
who go for us to a gathering of Christian youth. Enrich their lives, en- 
lighten their minds. Impress Thy holy will upon their wills, we pray. And 
may the life of this congregation be renewed and strengthened by their in- 
fluence in the months to come. We ask in Jesus name. Amen.” 


The Officers of the Church and the Church Organizations 
For the Year 1944 - 45 


THE SESSION—Meets the Fourth Wednesday 
The Pastor - Moderator 


Term 1945 1946 1947 
Gerald V. Harrison Lee M. Eaton, Clerk Edmund S. Beard 
Mrs. Ralph L. Hay Mrs. C. M. Chase C. Ray VanValkenburg 


Donald P. Yerkes, Sr. Dr. Wilbur H. Johnston Joseph W. Hoehl 
Charles L. Dubuar—Elder Emeritus 
C. Ray VanValkenburg—Benevolence Treasurer 


THE TRUSTEES—Meets the First Wednesday 


Term 1945 1346 1947 
George I. Price Richard Bartholomew John W. Blackburn 
Mrs. Chas. F. Murphy Miss Marjorie Chase Mrs” ‘Hie B. yGlark 
Dr. Wilbur H. Johnston Louis Nagy James W. McKinney 


Mrs. Harry F. Wagenschutz, Church Treasurer 


THE WOMAN'S UNION—Meets the Second Wednesday 
(The Neighborhood Circles—The Fourth Wednesday) 
Mrs. Harold D. Tuck, President Mrs. L. M. Eaton, Rec. Secretary 
Mrs. Joseph Denton, Vice President Mrs. H. S. Willis, Cor. Secretary 
Mrs. Merrill Sweet, Treasurer 


THE NELLIE YERKES AUXILIARY—First and Third Tuesdays 


Mrs. Charles Yahne, President Mrs. Kenneth Rathburn, Secretary 
Miss Marjorie Chase, Vice Pres. Mrs. Keene Bolton, Treasurer 
THE MEN’S CLUB—Last Monday of Month 
Kenneth P. MacKay, President James W. McKinney, Secretary 
George I. Price, Vice President Edmund S. Beard, Treasurer 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL—Sunday, 10 a.m. 
John W. Blackburn, Supt. Pearl E. Denton, Secretary 
G. V. Harrison, Asst. Supt. Walter L. Couse, Treasurer 


Miss Dorothy Grieger, Financial Secretary 


JUNIOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR—Tuesday, 3:30 p.m. 
Katie Kampf, President Mary Ann Ayers, Secretary 
Joyce Howarth, Vice President Kurt Ely, Treasurer 
Mrs. Alfred H. Vogtlin, Advisor 


INTERMEDIATE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR—Wednesday, 4 pm. 
Mickey Nagy, President Dorothy Grieger, Secretary 


Patricia Johnston, Vice President Patrick Herriman, Treasurer 
Mrs. Ward Masters, Advisor — Mrs. S. K. Stephens, Hostess 


SENIOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR—Sunday, 7 p.m. 
Bob J. Masters, President Esther Mae Stanford, Secretary 
Linwood W. Snow, Vice President Coralyn Stephens, Treasurer 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR SOCIETY—Monthly Meeting 


Pearl E. Denton, President S. Kay Stephens, Jr., Vice Pres. 
Marjorie Chase, Secretary - Treasurer 


“Grant, O Lord, great power to these Thy disciples in this generation” 


Board of National Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 


The Revs Marold Ff, Fredsell 
250 Fast Main Street 
Sorthville, Miechican 
My dear Ky. Fredsellt 

Ere Jaccmn is away from the office an vacation and I 
an, she ©, ackmowledging your letter of August ninth in 
his abgqneces A copy of it is belng forwarded to him for hie 


attent consideration, 


Sineerely yours, 


Yrieda Koerner, Secretary to 
Je Karl Jackman, Secretary 
a wait of Werk in Alaska 


CO PY for Mr. Jackman arrived N.Y.0fc. 8-10-19), 


First Presbyterian Church 
Main and Church Streets 
Northville, Michigan 


Dear Dr. Jackman: 


We were very happy to receive your letter sent to us from Chicago. 
Being near by we hoped you could stop off at Detroit and visit with 
use Mrs. Fredsell would enjoy meeting you and I hope if you have the 
opportunity you will drop in fora visit. 


Your statement concerning Ed. Knudson and that my references meet with 

your approval definitely clear the way for our ministry at Skagway. We 
have talked with two of the leading Elders here and we are having a 

meeting of the two Boards on Thursday evening. Our folks at the Church 

feel that Alaska being an area of great need and that if we can be used 

of God we should by all means heed this call to service. Will you therefore 
proceed with the necessary steps for our appointment to the Skagway Church. 


I have a fine yowmg Christian layman who I would like to commend to you and 

who is interested in working tmder our Board in Alaska. He is John W. Blackburn, 
the Superintendent of our Northville Sunday School and a Trustee of the Church. 
Mr. Blackburn is a graduate of the University of Michigan, a man of ability, 

good judgment with a pleasant personality. At present he is a manager of a 
department store but I think he could be helpful in our work. He is very 

skillful with tools and is interested in teaching boys and girlse An excel- 

lent woodworker I am wehdering if we could use himat the Sheldon Jackson School 
or at Haines House. ltrs<™ Blackburn his wife, is a consecrated and capable 

young Christian woman. They are both in their early thirties with a lovely 

family of three small girls. Alaska has a great appeal for them and perhaps 

you kmow of an area where they could be of use to the Kingdom. If you cannot use 
Mre Blackburn would you permit me to write to Mr. Rasmussen of the Bank of Alaska 
asking about openings for youmg men who desire to work there? Have you incident- 
ly heard from Elder Rasmussen concerning any changes in Skagway? We are very close 
to the Blackburns and if they could locate in Skagway I know they would be helpful 
to the Church and the commmity. 


This is an unusual request but I hope you will understand the spirit of helpfulness 
in which it is offered. From your ecperience in visitng Alaska we would appreciate 
any helpful suggestions as to what we should bring with use We would incidentally 
like to know the cost of the passage on the boat from Seattle to Skagway. Mr-e 
Rotenberry's letter would be useful to us if your secretary would kindly make us 

a copy of it. Mrs. Fredsell and myself are constantly asking God's guidance 

in the change we are now making. Thank you for your good counsel. 


Cordially, 
(signed) Harold F, Fredsell 


250 East Main Street 
Northville, Michigan 
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it The tov) ‘Harold r. - Yeedeats, eg 
250 Bast Main Street 
Northville, veoaaneste : 


‘ Dear Herold: 


. Thank you for your vaneie letter which oe cath ‘that ail ‘conditions. are 
' @learing with, you in Northvilie fer your acceptance of service with the 
Board of National Missions in Bhagway 5: Alaska, Ye are delighted to - 
>> Tear that this development is coming, and> trust the Lord wilh uge you 
a ye with Great spiritual ; joner in this new field of works } 


: Tt. ia’ my pleasure to send you thig fcrmal. avtice of your Scolataenk: to 
/ + the ministry of the Church in ckagwayy Alaska. ‘Jou will receive a salary 
/ ** @f $2000.00 and mange with provision for the pension payments, and one — 
“month's vacation. One. helt of thia salary is to be paid by the church end 
ene balf ty the Board of National Missions, at the dDeginning je this arrange-_ 
a ie a mente Whatever change may be made, will be medy, with the on “agreowent 
Are Sen ated “ Lmeccane the church end our sco alee pa: 
Se Goa he oe ata SPECIE Tee as Rect: ph 3 
ts ce aun sagposiet to de on vacation just. now, but hive petumned. to the office 
iy ‘Por @ couple of days to complete” som emergency matters which have arisen. 
/ You have. goue other questions in your letter, which I shell delay answering 
until early September when I. return from vacation. ie shall then hops to 
eve you: a full statement of the Board's ‘Pesponsibiiity for your expenses 
to the field, and the service and furlough provisions. Miss Koerner is 
away on her Vatation, but we will ask er td copy the excerpts from Mr. 


hoe Me geeg oa Retenberry's letter when she returns and forward them to you. We are sure 
Drie ered pert. Ow! WELL ant ald of the information which you can receive ag you look 

"TSE Semaine: forward in’ reoheapr a vation te. eau bein maven Oona in. eeabncrariai aorvie, 

ay tn aoa 

eS yee, te 30rry that t vas ot ‘able ‘a stag ‘oft in hetbadis: and, bave’ a winkt with all 
er es as. ky ee Che family. If it is possible before you tenve the reat | sf sionals do this, 
“VE ee but) cannot be sure to do it at this writing. | 

ih x of pe EN 

ee ie Stee ¢ ane interented in For graugation af sir hagas Peepeey etre tes 
Rae a Ave tS ‘hall be gled to cooperate with you in Cinding something for hin ve do there. 
a You may feel frec to write to Mr. &. A, Kasmuson in Skagway in regard to 
ie? prospects for ur. Biackburn, We have not heard from lr. Hasmuson, but pre- 
ou sume he has returned to Alaska since me mt randaney, at the republican con- 


vention in Lage iis 
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August 18, 1944 
ATR MATL 


Mr. Be Ae Rasmuson 
Stagway, Alaska 


My dear Mr. Rasiauson: 


before Mr. Knudsen left: Alaskay "f Laid tagone hin the. situation that 
we had been holding the Skagway Church for him; and then when he’ decided 
not to returm to Aiaska at all, it left us again with no minister for: 
Skagway. Later I gaw him and he asked for time to consider the church 
at Chatfield, Minhesota, before making a final decision. During a visit, 
in Chicago, the first week of August, he. informed ne that he had ‘decided 
to go te Chatfield because of Pamily, and ether peeane 80. he peg not - 


be avaliable for you thia -duceaaly 


‘We have been continuing cur search, and ini | we now have ‘the serson | 


who will render an excellent ministry in your church, .He is the Rev. ~ 
Harold F. Fredsell, 250 Baywt iain Stre.t, Jortavilie, ichigan. You nay 


. recognise this as ai address just suburban te Detroit,. but Mr. FredseLl 


ig a native of the New York area and is gradu ted from the Ynion, Theological © 
Seminary in New York City. We have mado a pretty. thorough | investigetion . 
of him and hie work. From personel interviews with him, we Aike’ because 
of his friendly peraonality acd thoroughly Christian attitudes. . 'T have’ ‘not y 
net his wife yet, bat am ‘informed that ‘she 4g a @apable young wonan’ ‘tho Year a 
@ great help to hia in his work. She is woll qualified in the field of 
susie’ and ia willing to use her abilities in Christian sérvice,” a ‘believe 
they. have several small children whe make” UD, the fe all Ly circle. hee 


=A * 


ur. Fredsell desires to be with hia congregation’ ‘for ora ‘wide daimichehin ir 
Sunday, and will then proceed as rapidly as posible: by” pail | and bout to sat 


: Skagsey « We trust he wilt be there by October. sede | 
‘We’are ‘gending hin with the understanding that his Salary wit be wt. 
fan the 


a year, furnished nansé, with one month's vacation, ‘and provis 
pension payments. One half of the salary is to be paid by the Church and 
one half by the Board under the present arrahgenent. We have told him that 


we went him to devotes his entire engergy and effort te the work of the church — 


aid the womaunity, without thought of remmoration . there from any other 


source, aid we feel that fie will consecrate himself to that sein task great 


advantages will result for our ohurdh in Skaguayy: 


We feel that the en se shoals be srisenalk before, and iiehes in eondiaaas 
for the arrival of the Fivaeoene wr hey: neiee later, i aps “ rent a 


kT. Rasmason Poet ay “i  Magust 18, 1944 
room to someone, that is @ matter beteste your’ oft icers pnt them, but 


certainly at the start they should’ be given’ the utmost fravdom and the ~ 
complete use of the MANSCe 


Mr. Fredgell has written Gia ex tak a ‘young sniua pe ae congregation who 
is interested in coming to Alaska for work. ‘This ‘young couple ia active 
in the church and would make a real contribution toward any community in 
which they would reside. I have suggested that he write you about it 
to see if any help could be given them de finding | work in your territory. 


Wie have been a long tine finding a aatistactory finiater for you, ‘but 
feel gertain we have such 4 person now. We trast that the coming of the 
Fredsells sill prove a great blesaing to FORE people, and ‘that your ‘e 
people will receive then heartily and give utiost Cooperation. for an 
advanced aig es program for the Church. and Command ty + ; ig 5 


Stnosrely. de) 


caw es Pek aM bah J« Earl Shalmis Seeretary 
Ses /me NE er Rt Ss Ne UPLe OF NON Te: A 


Dictated bat ah signed ty Ur. 
Jackuan.. 
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HAROLD F. FREDSELL, M. A., Pastor DR. SEP A. 
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_ TREASURER 


September 19, 1944 


Rev. J. Barl Jackman, Secretary, 
Unit of VJork in Alaska, 

Board of National Missions, 
Presbyterian Church U. Ss. Ae 


Dear Dr. Jackman: 


It was good to hear from:and we are grateful for the additional 
information concerning our work invAlaska,y° Ye are rapidly bringing ae 
our. work to a close here and disposing “of our furniture, The morning 
mail brought a ‘very nice letter.from Mr. Rasmison, who incidentally 
did not encourgge l'r. Blackburn to go to Skagway because of the short- 
age of work. Lsith his technical ability and educational background 
t.am wondering if Mr4 Blackburn would not be helpful to you at-either 
Sitke er Haines’ House) 


Now as to some of your suggestions... For the very cold weather we 
purchased a‘snew-suit fer Mrs, fredsell: and we are looking for one for 
eur duazhters.. Jillis. Booth recommends rain resisting. cloths: and we are — 
planning-to purchase warm raincoats, Thank you for the information : 
concerning dark glasses, I am having a pair made up frem my prescriptions, 
I wrote to.Mr,. Howellin-August saying that I planned to drive and that 
I. hoped hé:-would be-able to sell my car-for mes Unfortunately-the letter 
was. returned because his present address differs with that in the Minutes 
of the G A. I found his new address in "Five Continents" and sent it 
on to hime . 


Ye have-worked out a.splendid program for the Morthville Church to 
meet the present emergency as to the shortage of men, Dr. J. Leslie French 
ef Ann Arbor -who retired last year.-and is on pension is to live ‘at. the 
Mense.and carry on the Pastoral responsibilities until a new man can be 
found, The-Chureh is also calling a young woman who is about to graduate - 
from Maryville Coblege to be. the Director of Religious Education and carry 
on the youth. program, four Northville Church.is planning to pay my pension 
payments which appears to be an embarassing situation in Skagway, it will 
also. aid the Boordy | ue 


The Detroit Presbytery.met at the Northville Church yesterday for its 
fall. meeting, The Executive and the Stated Clerk of Presbytery in meeting 
with, the Northville Elders recommended that in lieu of one fact that I would 
be going to. Skagway as a Stated Supply 1 would be wise. to wath the Board 
under a leave of absence from the. Presbrte . 
Pastoral relationship,at the present” time, his would encourage the Skagway 
Church to become self-sustaining and call their man as the Pastor. The leave 
of absence is for a year at which time, Presbytery and the Church will re- x 
open the matter (or sooner) and the relationship could be changed through Pie 
correspondence, [A factor involvéd in this arrangement is that the Northville ~~ 
Church is planning to raise 4500, 00 for the Board's work in Skagway, thus — 


-~ 
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HAROLD F. FREDSELL, M. A., Pastor 


DR. MARK A. GARDNER 
250 EAST MAIN STREET 


Hirst Presbyterian Church ipia nowperw ager 


MAIN AND CHURCH STREETS 


L. M. EATON 
CLERK OF SESSION E. JANE WAGENSCHUTZ 


365 EATON DRIVE Northville, Michigan | 341 BEAL STREET 
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participating to a larger degree in the missionary program of the church. | 

It was pointed out that I would be able to do everything for the Skagway 
Church except possibly receive new members at a Session meeting, which 

would mean that a neighboring Pastor might moderate the Session, three or 

four times a year. Even that detail would depend upon how strict the letter 

of the law was observed in the Presbytery of Alaska concerning the appointment 
of a Stated Supply whose membership would be in another Presbytery as to 
whether he could moderate the local Session. 


This errangement pleased our Northville people immensely who féel that 
possibly in three or four years we might be back. There are many intangibles 
in the picture and time will tell. Mrs. Fredsell and myself are of the opinion 
that God will use us where we can do the greatest good. ‘Jeare determined to 
give the Skagway Church all that we have in us. Our books, our misic and our 
abilities will minister to these people and we hope to build an educational 
program that will bear great returns for the Kingdom of God. Some of our 
goals are tht the Church will become self-sustaining by adopting the spiritual 
emphasis of a well-conducted Every Vember Participation Program, If we cannot 
help those good ladies to catch the importance of Christian Missions there 
mist be something wrong with us. We are both looking forward to working with 
the Service Men and making that Manse into a minature Hospitality House. If 
Alaska developes as current opinions so imply, it will give us great joy to 
have helped in building a strong Presbyterian Church and in winning that vast 
territory for Jesus Christ. Our prayers are that we might be so used of God. 


You probably heard from the Board of Christian Education thatithe young 
people at the Clear Lake Summer Conference raised $ 137. 00 for the War-Time 
Service Program of the Skagway., Alaska Church. They wanted the Director of 

_ the Conference to convey to the service men in Skagway their interest and 
prayers for their happiness and spiritual life. For 86 young people, that 
offering represented a sacrifice. 


le plen to leave Northville on the 2nd or 3rd of October and if the 
boat reservations permit, arrive in Seattle around the 15th. With our little 
duaghter we do not think we can drive as far each day as we could under 
different circumstances. Je are awaiting a reply from Mr. Howell as to when 
he can get reservations. 


Moving has proved to be quite a problem with the impossibility of getting 
wooden boxes and the movers refusing to come to Northville due to the shortage 
of help. Freight regulations will not permit us to use cardboard cartons, it 
looks like I will have to carry things to Detroit and have things repacked in 
barrelts with water-proof liners. However, we are teking things in our stride 
and nothing can obscure our vision of the. task ahead, Thank you again for the 
verious enclosures you sent and the good counsel. 


Harold -Fretisell, Pastor. 
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October 3, 1944 


Rev. J. Earl Jackman, Secretary | 
Unit of Work in Alaska Hah, -” 
Presbyterian Church U. &. A. A a 
156 Fifth Avenue, of 
New York 10, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Jackman: 


Greetings! We are on our way to Skagway, Alaska. 
Our farewells were meade at Northville, Mich and we were 
able to get away on Monday afternoon. A slight handicap 
in health made it a busy World-Wide Commimnion week-end. 
After leaving you on tuesday night in Detroit, they sent 
me to the Grace Hospital for Wednesday through Friday. 
My Doctor was afraid of pleurisy and was concerned «bout 
my driving across country. After the second day my pain 
in the left side was much improved and my temperature was 
again normal. ily own diagnosos is that our Northville 
folks had dined and were too kind to us. 


Yai My particular point in writing is to convey to you a 
suggestion from Wiliis Booth. He just wrote me saying that 
the Canadien Pacific S. S. Co., granted clergy rates to 
Missionaries and that in Alaska a ministers wife is also a 
missionary. In so far as our names ere not listed in "The 
Year Book of Prayer" or any officiel publication we will need 
in order to secure this special rate a letter from you saying 
we are both going as missionaries to our work in Skagway. 
Booth suggested I have this letter from you. My thought is 
thet you write this letter for us to Rev. W. J. Howell and 
send it air-—meil speciel delivery. Perhaps then it will 
reach Seattle by the tenth of the month when we are due. 


I had my trunks sent to Seattle in hopes that the 
bost would allow us to carry our trunks and thereby save the 
cost of heving then go direct to Skagway. A wooden export 
box with our bedding which I sent direct cost us $24.00, this 


seems exorbitant but with freight taking two months to arrive 
Railway Express seemed the only logical way. 


We certainly enjoyed seeing you in Detroit and we are 
1ooking forward to meeting our folks in Skagway. 


Sincerely, 


Harold and’Mdrgeret Fredsell 
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Desr Dr. Jackmen: 


‘we took a ceb and went first to the Northern light Church, buthell 


‘lebor hes been needed to put the.Manse in order. The Chéeplsin 


Rev. J. Berl Jeckmen, Sec., 
Unit of Work in Aleske, 
Board of Netional Missions, 
Presbyterian Church U. Ss. A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, 

Wew York 10,.N.'¥. 


: s 
Thenk you for your cheerful letter welcoming us to Skegwey, 
Alesks. My lest word to you was abosrd the S. S. Princess Touise ae 
written on Sundey sfternoon. We errived in Juneau about 8250 p.m. 
snd with the Boothts sway we called on the phone both the Prouty'’s | 
end the Soboleff's, but we received no enswer. Being determined ~ 


wes derkness then we went on to 814 Gold Belt Avenue where we met | — 
Vrs. Prouty who hed just come in, Paul Prouty wes preaching St sss 
the Memoriel Church. Yrs. Prouty called Walter Sobelerr and efter. 
e while we ell got together. It was a real joy to meet these fellow) 
Christien workers. We promised we would renew our friendship 6t ~~ f 
Presbytery meeting in Merch. ; . a 
Our first week in Skagway hes been se busy one. Wuch menusl 


uv 7 


hes been very helpful in introducing me to civilien and ermy folks. a 
All seem very pleased to heve a resident Pestor in the community 
egein after es year's vacency. | ey 
You want s.frenk report so let me give you some first nena a 
observetions. [From the stand point of civilien support the Skegwey — 
Church is just ebout dorment\ Ten or twelve people have proved to — 
the faithful few in sttendénce. In the opinion of the Chaplein end 
I believe he is correct, if our church hed not sent a men into ~~ 
Skegwey this fsll our work would have come to a close. Indifference 
appeers to be the mein reeson. A free lance Pentecostel couple have 
set up @ mission and young people's center in town but to dete they 
heve not been enymore successful. The soldiers heve carried the 
Sund:y School. When theyleave eround the end of November the questic 
of teechers will be acute. A choir hes not been functioning for thre 
months, but we heve sterted to work on thet alreody. We sre indebted 
to the Chepléin for the interest and lesdership he hes given the 
Skegwey Church end the Sundey School. Wr. EB. A. Rasmuson is very 
pessimistic about the future of the church. He does age. Wonca te 
enything on the church besement and until I can chenge his feelings 
toward the church I am going to let the matter rest. With a prote 
minister on the #2is field the chsplein is being trensferred to | 
outside of Whitehorse et the end of November or soomer, — 
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‘ br aes a? 
The Church is sadly lec | 
church members end the 


t present I em 


_met for over ea yesr, we will now heve reguler meetings. Wr. Rasmuson 
and his wife plen to go to Celifornis agein this winter, so with only 
two Elders it might be edviseble to increese the size of the Session. 
I understend the Trustees do not meet, Mr. Johnston the Treesurer 
merely psys the bills. The Cheplain tells me that the Tressurer hes 
not been in church since lest Zaster which does not sound so good. 
We ere not dismeyed by these things however, for we sre determined to 
+e win these folks to Christ and the Church. . 


wt The Skagwey Church not only lacks organization it is in bed need 
of a program. <A youth program must be lsunckhéd centering in the church. 
This should be eimed for Juniors and Intermedietes. The sdults like- 
wise need mid-week activities to bind them into e fellowship. A 
Pestorts Clsss on Church Membership will be sterted soon. ‘The Church 
should be used seven deys e week instead of solely on Sundays. 


Both the orgenizetion and the program will: need some method of 
promotion. Not hsving a community newspeper it will be difficult to 
get things ecross. With people not attending the church service J 
sense the need of something getting into the homes. It appears to me 
that s news letter would be very helpful to go to every protestent 
home. If I cen get some young people to do the work it would have 
tremendous value. A-slight cherge could be made to meke it self- 
supporting. The bank does not own 8 mimeogreph as I hed hoped; but 
for the time being I can use the Army's until thatis moved with the 
rest of the equipment. ¢ This poorly written letter is being typed 
on a U.S5S.0. machine, much the worse for ome I_am tempted to write | 
poy ei) Mo key in Seattle asking him to heve the | 

3.8 s Operet.d acdressograéph wi 


@ Mimeogreph end perhseps 6 sma an 
Dera sveneltss 

This kekstesk calls for Christien statesmanship siso. Here in / 
Sksgwey there ere three Romen Catholic priests who sere stesling e merch 
on us. They ere using the ermy for a good thing. The Catholic Church 
now owns the only dairy which is being operéted by two young service 
ey “men. The fifty bed hospitel built three miles up the riwer by the 
ermy et a tremendous cost is now being turned over the the Depertment 
" of Alesken effeirs. It is rumored thet it is to be uséd as a T. 3. 
‘ae Senatorium for netives and opereted by the Skagway priests and staffed 
| with nuns. The Skegway R. C. Pastor is elso interested in sterting oe ~ 
_ | paerochiel school by pmr purchesing some of these buildings from the my 
joe ermy.! I heve met this Fether Gellant, the Pastor. He is 8 men of ~~ 
~~ edility living here in Skegwey more then twenty yeers. z oe ae 
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A. e aPOMLn ey. Pee : ee. 4 ay ‘ if oles ; 
qh. gives you some of ny thoughts on the hus ‘dblet me se 
a bit ebout the Vanse, This building hes hed some horé use for the : 
best yeer or two. Wr, Rotenbury opened m it up to the Soldiers —S 
Which was fine, but in his absence they heve hed free reign, The 
erd wood floors ere in ebad wey and need refinishing. The upholstered 
urniture is stesined and worn. Due to the heevy ermy clothes which the 
boys washed at the Msnse, the rubber ringers on the washing mechine ~ 
Should be replaced when possible. A leak in the roof hes stained the 
living room and kitchen wells end the flooring is werped due to the 
rain weter, Evidently because the Boerd built the Mense I sense some 
lsck of responsibility on the pertof the officers of the church for the 
cére of the building. } We will try to chenge this feeling 6s soon 6s 
possible, I am going fo try and get the woments orgenizetion to téke 
| ys over the care of the Mense, The ledies meent well and got e soldier 
i {e-t2 clean the Manse but it is fer from presenteble. Mrs, Fredsell is 
si ‘how working on it, it hes needed & women's hend for over ¢ yeer, 


A matter we will work on elso, when the time seems ripe is to 
get the Skagway people to underteke the proper furnishing of the Vense. 
On the besis of Rotenbury's letter which I received from you end the 
ty advice you passed on, we took with us only necessities. Vou cennot 
§ _ buy any housefurnishings in town, so whet you need you must tseke with ~ 
you. My plan is to get the Skagwey Church to purchese from.us some of 
" the things we brought with us such és, dishes, cooking utensils, a 
vacuum cleaner, radio, blenkets and perhaps for the Pastor a typewriter 
and file. This would seve ony men coming in end incidentally the Board 
ai & greet desl of expense and-work. . 


Due to the war, the cost of freight and .cr:ting is high, We- just 

heard todsy from Mr. Bleckburn who is hendling for us our freight from 
4 Northville. To seve expense we personslly got e truck and carried our 
; boxes into the John fF, Ivory Moving Company in Detroit. They are e 
relisble concern and moved us from N.Y.C. to Northville. Following | 
government instructions for shipments to Aleske they ersted our card- ms 
bosrd boxes es well es the redio, typewriter, file sna sewing mechine, — 
For crating end freight my bill from Detroit to Seattle is $511... 00: sees 
It will come from Seattle to Sksgwey collect as the rates were not kno 
Probably it will be enother $100. 00 on the wpexrt boet. This four 
hundred dollers is sbove the figure TI geve you on Sunday which will brin 
the totel sround nine hundred dollsrs. r +, 


ft 


Every Church in calling a minister assumes the expense of bringing 
the man end his femily to the new field. It is my suggestion thst when 
I get the finel figures you might write to Mr. Hal. Johnston, the eu 
sf {| ‘Ireesurer of the Skegway Church asking them to essume half the expenses — 
eM | involved in bringing a men to Skegway. If the Bosra assumes their ~~ - 
Mii) $400. 00 perheps the church can do likewise end we would carry the 
Yay\ difference. I understand the Skegwey Church hes the funds necessery _ 
‘\ and perheps this is the time to heve them teke some of i tahatel hao ie) 
» Fm ky abs ) a 
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ae? Be ie leries eve very high. 2 Ales ks end peopl: af 
“in Skegwey receive forty 8 y doller 5 @ Neck. Thi 
here is elmost mba, ob mL k be i h: rty 9¢ quert 6: 
exemple, TI can well understand why Rotenbury vith two hilc 
to undertake outside work. We ere deternined however to &. 
our full time and undivided leedership. A difficult task ¢ 
if we are to re-establish the Skegway Church. If we cennot live on 
our support from the Chureh and the Board we will fsce the question ¢ 
when it erises. We eim to give our best to the Church end we know 4 
God in his grest mercy will direct our ways. Fe ; 
y* 

' I am preaching et both services this Sundey end Mrs. Predsell r 

is singing in the choir. We are anxiously setting out on our work ot 


knowing thet if we do our part, Christ and His Church wah ae reap the  — 
hervest. Yo 


Thenk you for the encouraging newsletter and ° ~ helpful no 


edition of "Our Tines." 
Oh a 


Herold F,’Fredseil, Pestor 
sksewey Presbyterisen Church. 
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THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH «1 1944 
Skagway, Aleska,. 
Rev. Herold F. Fredsell, Stated Supply. 


November 15, 1944 


Report for the month of October 15th to November 14th 
To the Board of Netionsl Missions 
J. Earl Jackman, Sec. Unit of Work in Alsska. 


Dear Mr. Jackmen: 


After actually being one month on this mission field, 
we are convinced as to the timely importsence of our work. 

The Protestant Chaplein was removed, one week after we srrived. 
This meant that there was not a protestant minister from Juneeu 
to White Horse a distance of over two hundred miles. Aside from 
the civilien populstion of Skegway and Haines, there sare about 
1200 service men in this eres. 

The Chaplain and the service men have been cerrying on the 
work of the Presbyterian Church for the past year. With the 
removal of the Cheplsin and with over half the present soldiers 
zoing out this week, the locsl church will suffer a tremendous 
loss. The young officer acting as Sunday School Superintendent, 
the entire choir, the three G. I. Sunday School teachers and the 
Sexton sre all sailing aboard the army transport on Saturday of 
this week. In the opinion of the few civilians who are now sttending 
Church, if our Board had not sent a man in when they did our 
Presbyterian work would heve st least temporarily come to en end. 

The only outstanding Hlder capable of ieadership (RF. A. Rasmuson) 
is leaving for the Ststes on November 18th. He will be gone for 
the winter months. In the humble opinion of your missionsry we 
are changing the pessimism of the situation into a more wholesome 
picture. Some of the civilisen members sre now coming back to the 
church, with an averege attendance of 60, wegaverasging hsif towns- 
people end half ermy personnel. 

Our work with the service men is significant and bearing great 
fruit. The prestige and importance of the Presbyterian Church to 
these meny service men is an important factor. Skagwsy has had S000 
soldiers and the officiel Protestant Army Chapel hes been the locsl 
Presbyterian Church, The Mense is and hasbeen a very real "hospitslity 
house", every Sunday evening after the Vesper Service these young men 
attend "Open House" where the minister's wife serves coffee and cake 
to these men who so miss the atmosphere of a home. A more practical 
contribution is how the men appreciate the use of the beth tub and the 
washing machine for their laundry. 

You will notice according to my report that on November ist end 
2nd, I visited the men stationed along the outposts of the White Pass 
end Yukun Reil road. There sre ten stops slong this one hundred and 
twenty miles of roed. This is one of the most dangerous reilreods 
ever constructed, trains seldom ever run at night because of the slides, 
wesh outs end tremendous snow banks. A permsenent pass for the roed was 
issued to me by the officials thet I might visit end conduct services 
for the men stationedalong this blesk and lonely stretch. 


psge 2. 


Re; Missionsarys trip to out posts of White Pass and yukon R. R. 

Each of these ten posts or stops slong the line heve from ten 
to twenty five service men living in these crude buildings. It is 
there responsibility to petrol the tracks, keeping them intect, watching 
for fires and to clesr the snow end ice. The bleak loneliness of these 
Out posts cannot be realized, especially during the long winter months. 
As & result the only outlet for these boys is drinking end gembling. 
They seemed genuinely glad to have a short visit from the missionery, 
and to make his aqueintance. With weather permitting, this initiel 
Visit will be followed up. It is thought that service men will be 
replaced by civilisn personnel(if they can get them to stay). 

Communion wes BbeFs observed on November Sth set the morning 
service, the first time this yesr. Fifty three participsted in the 
Lord's Supper. Elders &. A. Rasmuson send Axel Rasmussen, served 
assisted by two fine young service men. One of these boys wes a 
Descon of our Presbyterian Church in Tenefly N. J. (Wm. Nesbit) 

It was my plan to visit our mission and church st Haines on 
November 14th and 15th. Due to a severe storm, the army officials 
who run the boat advised thet I postpone my visit. I am planning to 
gO over next week if all is well. We are placing the Skagway Mense 
at the dispossl of our Haines Mission personnel who must visit Sksgwsy 
for medicsl and dental services. The only hotel in town is packed to 
capacity. We had the plessure of meeting Mrs. Maurstedt, the Director 
of Haines House as well as the cook end dieti¢ian Miss Calicard. We 
heave just heerd from a Hsines visitor of a new minister who is in thet 
community. With our church vernant, it will be unfortunate if some free 
lance brother gets started there. I will report immedistely on the 
Situation es soon as I am able. 

Our last letter from Dr. Jackman wason October idSth. I am 
enxiously swaiting some word on our freight expenses as I stated in 
my last two letters. It has been s month and a helif since our goods 
left Detroit and to date we have not received them. They are probebly 
in Seattle swaiting payment for Alaskan shipment. When I consulted 
Mr. Rasmuson on the suggestion of the Skagway church paying pert of 
the cost of our transportation, he was very surprised thet the Boerd 
had not paid all our expenses. He stated that when Mrs. Rasmuson snd 
himself were sent to K¥ Yekatut as missionsries under The Mission 
Covenent Church all their expenses were psid. I hed hoped I would hsve 
had some correspondence on this matter before the meeting of our joint 
Boerds. 
We remember in our prayers the great world-wide mission progrem 
of our Church and earnestly pray thet we might be more effective 
servants of our Lord and Master. 


fargeret Fredsell 
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Supplement to the report of Oct. 15th to November 14th: 


Dear Dr. Jackman: 


Your most welcomed letter was st the post office when I went 
to mail the enclosed revort. Thank you for your kind and encour- 
eging words, yours prayers are helpful. We are happy to receive 
the additionel check for $250. 00 toward our expenses ss well as 
the $137. 10 which we will use towerd our work with the service- 
men. I will draft a short report for the Gommittee on Camp and 
Church Activities. 


Both Mr. H. L. Johnston and myself received our letters on 
the very dsy thet the Trustees and Elders were having e pot-luck 
supper and meeting st the Manse. We had e splendid meeting to 
consider the church program. Among other things we are lsunching 
a weekly bulletin which will be mailed to the homes. Although 
the officers are somewhat pessimistic concerning the future of 
the church, they are willing to give the new young "Preacher" 
some support end backing. (That's all we need.) Our organist 
and choir Director went with the Chaplein so Mrs. Fredsell hes 
had to teke over this work. Realining thet this is not good leseder- 
ship we‘are hunting for taient which we will trein accordingly. 


When the question was presented as to paying toward settling 
the missionary in Skaegwey considerable discussion took place. They 
were opposed towerd the suggestion because they had never hed to 
do it before. I feel you should know that Mr. Rasmuson is a little 
critical toward the Board. He hss the attitude of many Aleskens who 
feel thst the Church is slwsys doing things for the Natives, instead 
of meking the natives assume more responsibility. Dr. King's sppeal 
to him for funds did not help the situation. However, it wi € 
plow over but I thought you would want to know about it. The Trustees 
finelly asked Mr. Johnston to write to you saying as I remember in 
substance that they would pay helf the freight bill. I consider this 
e victory toward making the Skagwey folks assume more responsibility. 
There are some fine Christian people here who I know will resnond 
with the right leadership. We were generously peid es of Oct. lst. 

Thank you for remembering us to our meny fine friends at the 
Jameice Church. Good old Mr. Magill, the Pastor feels we are westing 
our energies in Alaske’, but Miss Huntting understands our attitude 
toward Christian service. iiss Staufler stayed sat the Mense lest night 
I em going over to help the Haines people next week and also go with 
her to Klukwen and try to iron out ese difficult situstion. There are 
two free-lancers now at Haines ss well as Klukwen. 

Our prayers go to you in your difficult work of sdmifistration. 


Cordially Marerdf. 


' > ”, din. NOV 97 1944 | 


ARMY AND CIVILIAN PROTESTANT CHAPEL 
The First Presbyterien Church 
Skagway, Alaska 
tev. Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor-Chaplsein 


Brief report to The Committee on Camp end Church Activities. 


A significant and unususl story cen be written concerning the 
reletionship of the Presbyterian Church at Skagwey ,Aleska to the 
soldiers of The North West Service Commend. The army considered 
building s Chapel in this community but in the meantine they asked 
permission to use the Presbyterian Church (the only active protestsnt 
communion). This permission was granted and the prkax protestent 
Chaplsin alternated in conducting the morning end evening services 
with the resident Pastor. A similiar errangement was worked out 
with the Romen Catholic Church. At one time there was 3000 soldiers 
in this community which wes taken over end administered by the 
army. The result has been that every piece of mimeogrephed meteriasl 
and every radio broadcast that concerned the chapel carried the name 
of the Presbyterian Church. A splendid new bulletin bosrad contribu- 
ted to the Church by the service men reeds "Army and Civilian Chapel." 


The prestige and leadership of the Presbyterian Church has 
certainly been edvenced by this arrangement. Boys from e1]1 denomins- 
tions have given generously of their time to the leedership of the 
locel Church. The Sunday School Superintendent is a Methodist Sgt. 
from Kentucky, the Organist and Choir Director is a lutheran officer, 
@ Baptist and en Episcopelian tesch in the Sunday School, e Seventh- 
Day Adventist is psinting the interior of the Church in his spere 
time. At our last Communion Service, one of the soldiers essisting 
wes e Deacon of our Presbyterian Church in Tenefly, N. J. 


At one time the Church wes used seven nights e week by the 
service men. Wost of the redio programs are brosdcast from the church, 
(we have the best pisno in town). Due to the mountsins surrounding 
Skagway it is almost impossible to get outside reception. The army 
post hes therefore set up its own braodcasting station, (KSWY) 

Hach Sunday Evening the song service from the Presbyterian Church is 
breedcast. To the boys stationed slong the lonely bleak ten out- 
posts of the White Pass and Yukon R. R. this is the only source of 
contact end enjoyment. We sre now meking plans to brosdcest the 
Christmas Eve Mid-night service from the Church. This will meen a 
lot to the men, to meny it will mean the only Christmas service they 
will know. &iwkisx Civilians are replecing the service men slong 

the Rail Road (when and where they cen be found) our ministry is 
therefore two-fold. The W. P. & Y. R. R. a strategic line to the 
interior is one of the most dangerous end certsinly the most isolsted 
of the roeds in the North West. Three engines ere needed to get s 
losd over White Pass, an elevation of 1200 feet in a twenty mile distance. 
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“ To the Committee on Camp and Church Activities. 


The Presbyterian Manse has been a source of great comfort to 
meny of the boys located in this srea. Every Sunday evening following 
the church service, "Open House" is held at the Manse. Ususlly 
twenty five to thirty boys enjoy the fine Christien fellowship of 
the church folks as they "fill in" on coftee and ceke. The lerge 
open fireplece is very populer where they rosst mershmellows, toast 
weenies, and pop corn. like all G. I's they are lonely and enjoy most 
of all the pleasant atmosphere of a home, 


Our Manse has paid for itself if we can count the gretitude thet 
these boys have expressed concerning it. When the soldiers first came 
into Skegway, it was one of the very few places where these boys could 
take @ bath. I am told the boys waited on line to evail themselves of 
this coveted opportunity. (his is a new way of winning converts.) 
XiKSWST LikewSse the washing machine was in constant use as these 
facilities were not available. 


Last week some of the boys in the Rail #zpa Road Company asked 
permission to have a supper end party at the Manse for the girls in the 
choir. To our surprise these boys cooked and provided the entire mesl 
and did sll the dishes besides. One of these boys shipped out to Sesttile 
a few days later, we heve a letter from him seying that, the supper and 
perty et the Mense was the finest evening he hed known in his two yeers 
é6ét Skagwesy. The Church to many of these boys is e mighty humen and 
lovable institution. At their own initiative these boys mede es derk 
room for developing pictures in the basement of the Manse and sips: 
slso constructed a homemade ping pong table. 


You want some word concerning the future of the soldiers in 
Skagway. Due to gemEmEY censor regulations I cannot give you figures. 
A large group of boys went out yesterday. The danger of Japanese 
occupation now seems sixm very improbable, there remains however gs 
railroad to maintain, an oil pipeline from the interior to service, 
and the protection of the dock. I understend we will continue to 
heve some men here until Spring and Summer. The number will not be 
great, but it will give us the ppyxm opportunity to do s more concentrate 
TOR. 


My relstionship is that of the protestant civilian chaplein. 
The ermy has extended to me meny courtesies and spprecietes the ministry 
thet our church can extend. I visit regularly the army hospitsl as well 
as the White Pass and Yukon Hospitel. As a member of The Bosrd of 
Governors of the U. S. 0. I counsel and enjoy the company of the soldiers 
et these lounge rooms. 


Feel free to use any of this material, I hope it gives you a 


picture of our program. 
ordially 


Harold P-”Fredsell 


NOV 27 1944 


THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Skagway, Alaska 


ARMY AND CIVILIAN CHAPEL SERVICES 
The Community Protestant Church Organized 1898 


. Fredsell Clyde F. Straub 
Py __ Chaplain 


October 31, 1944 
Dear Friend: 


This letter is addressed to the many members and friends of the Protest- 
ant church in Skagway. In the short time we have been here we have enjoyed 
meeting many of the townspecple and the service men. It is our hope to get 
to know you all very well. We are counting on your support and friendship. 


Our good friend Chaplain Straub left on Wednesday. We will miss him as 
well as our fine organist, liarren Wagner, both have meant a lot to the 
Protestant people of Skagway. The soldiers have carried on in fine fashion 
the Sunday School, the Choir and the entire Church program. iith fewer 
service men in the community it will be up to the townspeople to assume 
more leadership. The soldiers are doing very well- let us not be remiss 
in taking our places in Church each Sunday. iWhen men are dying for the 
things the Church has always worked for we are reminded of our responsibilit— 
ies. 


let us therefore come together next Sunday morning and return thanks 
through the Sacrament of Holy Communion. This service is at 10:45 A.M.; 
Sunday School meets one hour earlier. You will likewise enjoy the informal 
Sunday evening song service at 7:30 P.M. led by our genial friend, Mr. Travis 
Broadbent. 


You need the Church and the Church needs you. We hope we can count on 
your helo. 


Sincerely, 


ore K oC es. ‘Ace ak 


Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor. 
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Robert Service sensed the mightiness of Alaska for he wrote: 
“It’s the cussedest land that I know, . 
From the big, dizzy mountains that screen it, 
To the deep, deathlike valleys below. 
Some say God was tired when He made it; 
Some say it’s a fine land to shun; 
Maybe; but there’s some as would trade it 
For no land on earth—and I’m one.’ 

From what we see and hear, we are inclined to think God was plenty ambitious when 
He assembled this mass of grandeur; “the midnight sky, violet, amber and rose”; the great- 
est glaciers on earth,—robin-egg-blue rivers of unmelted snow; green rock mountains, same 
green water,—the color of young spruce shoots. 

Everything about this wild world of wonders deals in superlatives and extremes. Al- 
asKa’s 375,000,000 acreage is brimful, pressed down, running over with resources; timber, 
metallic mountains, elusive game, and millions of fish that swim off her 26,000-mile coast 
line. Her area covers one-fifth of the States, in fact longitudinally her toe stubs San 
Francisco and her heel rests on Savannah—a stretch of 2,500 miles. 

The long hours of summer light stimulate vegetable growths ’til they outweigh proud 
Caliiornia’s. Fertile valleys wave seaward, only a few of which have been cleared of timber 
for cultivation. The greatest farming enterprise is Matanuska Valley, to which Minne- 
sota, Wisconsin and Michigan dust storm refugees were transplanted in 1935 by the Federal 
Government. In a few years, amazingly husky growths of cabbages, squash, radishes and 
wheat popped up, while potatoes and turnips magnified themselves. Dwarf garden peas 
shot up like Jack’s bean stalks. The season is too short for corn, tomatoes and cucumbers. 
These forty to eighty acre homesteads became rich storehouses which supplied much of 
Alaska’s need. Such valleys challenge further cultivation after the battle is won,—the 
battle against mosquitoes that attack horses, cattle and humans. Veils must be worn in 
order to work at all. Farther south there are choice spots for pioneer homesteaders in the 
midst of good soil, timber, and berries, where coal can be picked up along the beach, fish 
caught in streams or in salt water bays, and moose sniped from the porch as they roam by. 

Gardens are a botanical paradise, for flowers puff up to amazing proportions, the 
delphinium, for one, towers to 11 feet. Near 700 varieties of flowers grow over Alaska. 
Spring blooms in the woodlands are predominently yellow, cheery messages from the slowly 
returning sun. They push through melting snow and sidle close to glaciers. The stream 
drenched forget-me-not spreads completely along the gulf coast; this glacier-blue blossom 
is rightfully chosen Alaska’s “State Flower”. 

Even rain and snow precipitation adds up to a world record. In the States we rejoice 


that rain is nourishing the vegetation, but here it seems useless,—simply runs off the shallow | 


top soil to the ocean and keeps muskeg alive. There’s a story told about the first Presby- 


terian missionary in Southeast Alaska who engaged a Thlingit Indian woman as interpreter, ‘| 


for she spoke English well. He narrated the tale of Noah’s Ark to prospective converts and 
waited for her translation. She was mute; he repeated it; again she remained glum. “Tell 
them the story,” he requested. She answered, “We have lived here a long time and have 
seen so much rain, and we never have a flood. No, no, they won’t believe that story”. 

A drenched buck private on guard duty coined this about the land of liquid sunshine: 


s 


where “it rains all day Sunday and clouds burst on Monday; no dust on the muskeg on 
Tuesday; a heavy dew Wednesday; no shadows on Thursday; we’re amphibians on Friday, 
and have cold water showers on Saturday.” 


You’ve heard of muskeg? Well, you mus-kep-out-of-it, or you get muskeg madness. 
It’s a mass of soaked sponge. It’s stuff that looks dry yet can put a bucket of water into 
your shoes fast. It squeesches under every step—like walking on chocolate pudding, or 
freshly frosted devil’s food cake. It’s unfinished soil; only cranberries seem to love it. The 
water soaked crust of moss never gives the deep layers of humus a chance to dry. Alaska’s 
110,000 acres of muskeg are the natural habitat of peat, a potential resource, good for 
revitalizing soil; it becomes economical fuel, fertilizer, and disinfectant. Our Red Skins 
knew all about muskeg; in fact it’s an Algonquin word. To a Cree it was maskek, to an 
Odjibway mashkig. It is really a lake holding up layers of decaying vegetable matter or 
bog;—in other words, a mud hole. 

Very very late one Saturday night little Joe from Kokomo was found by his buddies— 
a Moses in the Muskeg. He had missed the straight and narrow over the murky moors of 
muskeg. The next morning while digging it out of his ears he apologized: “Well, I’m an old 
railroad man. Thought I knew the road but I must have missed the curve. It was a 
strange wet feelin’, like a man feels when he’s lyin’ on the tracks and a train’s a comin’.” 

This is the land where winter winds are wildest—with a wet sting, and the power of 
a thousand horses. Rain and snow fly horizontally. Then there’s the cork screw variety, 
and the Taku off the glacier which pushes you, then turns around and slaps you and cuts 
off your breath. Some snowstorms appear as though all the world’s eiderdown quilts were 
ripped open above and the whiteness feathers down to blanket us ’til every scene is a 
Christmas card. 

East and west have a winter rendezvous in the north. In lower Alaska, the aenemic 
sun’s glare simply rolls over a distant mound between sunrise and sunset. At the head of 
the Gulf, it pops up for a look-see, and skips the arctic shore completely. In Fairbanks, 
baseball fans stampede the ball park to cheer the first inning that starts in sunshine at 
midnight .of June 21, the city’s annual celebration of the summer solstice. In midwinter, 
street and shop lights shine all day, while in summer time, newspapers can be read the 
clock around. 

Since the first prospectors reached Tanana River, sourdoughs have bet their dust and 
nuggets on the possible date of the Spring ice break. Nenana on the Tanana has become 
the center of the Alaska Ice Pool Classic—the Irish Sweepstakes of the Northland. The 
first organized ice pool took place in 1917 with but a $500 purse; in 1939 it reached $100,- 
000. Thousands of cheechakos (newcomers) and sourdoughs, bus drivers and fishermen 
record their guess as to the second of the minute of the hour of the exact day the river will 
make its first move of that great spectacle of buckling crushing ice. An intricate system 
of wires attached to a bell and a clock in mid river is fastened to the bridge. April 20 has 
been the earliest break, May 15 the latest. Though exacting science of astrology and 
numerology have been tried, a hit or miss guesser is always winner. 

Alaska’s 75th American Birthday in October 1942 found her awakening to the realiza- 
tion she was a fully grown debutante, desired for her riches, beauty and position. During 
her adolescence, her potentialities had been developed by her guardian Uncle Sam, so that 
now she is the land of promise, the lure to adventure and possession. Comes the villain!— 


the son of the Rising Sun. His long term interest now covets conquest. American money 
and manhood rush to her defense, lest she capitulate. 

It was back in 1867 that the United States acquired from Russia her “Russian America” 
possession for $7,200,000 and christened the territory Alaska, which was the Aleut’s name 
for the mainland. § 

Peter the Great had sought an arctic passage to China, but in 1741 his ‘navigator Vitus 
Bering, found fur bearing animals instead. A million ruble fur market was instantly opened 
to daring merchantmen who searched islands and coast, negotiated for sea otter pelts with 
natives, planted the Russian standard as they went, and shipped home as many as 2,000 
skins on the first expedition. Sea otter pelts in the 1700s brought $50 to $60 each in 
Canton China,—and cost the Russians a few metal spikes plus blue glass beads for “comish”. 

Ambitious merchant Gragory Shelekof became the richest of Siberia’s fur traders. 
Jealousy of the competing English traders inspired Shelekof to form a combine of inde- 
pendent traders to monopolize the fur trade.’ Emperor Paul formed the Russian American 
Company, and in 1795 sent Alexander Baranof to commence colonization. In 1779, in a 
40-foot bidar, he arrived at Sitka, which site he selected for settlement. The first settlers 
were massacred during Baranof’s absence. - After several more years of obstructions by 
Thlingit natives, who loved their homeland, the Indians submitted to Russian domination. 
So at Sheetkah (Thlingit for “this is the best place”), was built a stout redoubt. The com- 
munity of fishermen, builders, laborers, largely released prisoners, thrived under military 
discipline;—the Thlingits were still at the gates. 

On a mushroom hill they named Baranof hill, on the site of the Thlingit Chief’s house, 
was built “Baranof Castle’, although Baranof himself never lived in it nor in the second 
one which replaced it. By 1865, the third Baranof Castle had become the scene of lavish 
hospitality, where internationally distiguished guests were received by the First Lady of 
Sitka, (In this “Castle” on Baranof Hill was the temporary USO Club during early 1943). 
A\ fine school system was developed, Orthodox churches were filled with beautiful ikons 
and treasures of the old world. Great ship building yards, an arsenal and foundry were 
among the accomplishments of this industrious group under leadership of efficient colon- 
izers. During President Johnson’s regime, inl October 1867, a dreary ceremony was enacted 
before the Castle, at which the Imperial Russian grey Eagle left his flag staff perch to the 
American white headed Eagle. 

Today still another flag flies over Ainskd comnan stars of the Great Dipper and Polar 
Star on a field of blue, inspired by the constellations directly overhead. This design by 
little Benny Benson of Seward whose mother was Aleut was chosen in a Territorial wide 
high school contest seventeen years ago, as majestically conveying the spirit of this 
arctic land. ; 
} 
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This series of story-letters is prepared and illustrated 
by Marie M. Struve of the USO North Pacific Area 
Office for use by Amerigan Service Men.. Accurate 
data has been secured from authoritative sources, and 
mailing approval has been obtained from the Amer- 
ican Military Censorship. , We hope the folks at home 
will enjoy these “shorts” from “on location.” 
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THE ARMY AND CIVILIAN PROTESTANT CHAPEL ry ? 7 
First Presbyterian Church, 7 194K 
Skagway, Alaska. ; P 
Reve Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor-Chaplain. ae A 
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Monthly Report to the Board of National Missions Nov. 15 = Dec. 14th 1944. y, 


Rev. Je Earl Jackman, Secretary, 
Unit of Work in Alaska, 

Board of National Missions, 
Presbyterian Church U. S. A. 

156 Fifth Avenue, 

New York 10, N. Y. 


Dear Dr. Jackman: 


We are happy to report some @ definite improvements in the Skagway Church. 

Our local townspeople are slowly coming around to taking their place in the 
church. Two pastoral letters sent out to the entire protestant constituency, 
as well as day by day house calls are beginning to change the picture. In 1938 
this community was split and divided over a school board tismiznzka dismissal. 
Our Presbyterian Minister was on the Board and took a courageous but very un- 
popular stand, the church of course therefore suffered. Some of these folks 
are now starting to come back te the church, particularly a young Dentist and 
his wife who are good community leaders. 

Another opportunity for real churchmanship in Skagway is to bring the 
remaining members of the Episcopal &xxek Church into closer communion with our 
Presbyterian fellowship. The local Episcopal Church has continued to hold 
together in spite of not having a reéident Pastor for some timee Two lay readers 
have exerted real leadership. I have come to know one of these men very intimately 
through my Masonic effiliations and he is now actively working in our church. 

The other man is attending our services. With a view toward making these folks 
feel more at home, with the approval of the Session I have made the morning service 
more forhal with a distinct emphasis on worship. The evening song service is 
informal not using the robed choir or the organ. If you have no objections, I eam 
planning to write to the Episcopalian Bishop and invit use our sanctuary, 
rather than the Episcopal building when he visits Skagway. 

You will notice some drop in attendance at our services in contrast to last 
months report. This is due to the fact that over 600 service men were transported 
out of Skagway on November 15the We lost our Sunday School Superintendent and 
three of the youhg men who were teaching. At the present time I am taking charge 
of the Sunday School as well as teaching the three boys classes. Some of the 
towns folks thought the church “would fold up" when these loyal service men were 
moved out, but we are now getting the civilians to attend as well as the other 
army men who are still in the community. The new civilian Pastor is able to get 
army officers to attend church who were never present while the Army Chaplain 
was her : 

Increasingly the thought comes to me as to how we need a resident Executive 
Secretary from the Board of National Missions to represent our church at large 
in Alaska. The PREAKSKR Protestant people are alarmed at the inroads being made 
atholicism in areas where all the early work was done by our evangelical 
workerse Here in Skagway the Army built a hospital costing over a million and 

a half dollerse It is rumored that it is being turned over to the Catholic 
Church by the Bureau of Indian Affairs for a tuberculosis Sanatorium. The same 


de@tith the Army Hospital in Kodiak. Our Masonic men here in § gway 
tog Shey ban speieAl I said Tt would write to you about it and see if our enagon 


eae ¢ page 2. 


sould carry a project of that nature. With your approval I thought I would like 
to talk to the Episcopal Bishop with the possibility of both our commnions 
taking some joint leadership. The Bureau of Indian Affairs would probably pay all 
the bills, but some organization must take charge of it. 
other area where we need a resident man with authority concerns our work at 
Haines and Klukwan. These two places in my opinion mst be considered together. 
@ new Haines cut-off, the road connecting Haines to the Alaskan Highvay goes just 
outside of Klukwan. It is being discussed here in Skagway that Haines is going to 
boom after the war. Two govennment men who live here have been purchasing acreage 
at Haines. Fitzgerald and Lane, are U.S. government land agents but from my own 
observation they are personally interested in the future of Haines. Mr. Fitzgerald 
was in church yesterday with his wife and small son, but I understand he is going 
to Ne Ye C. with plans for seeing our Board about the mission perammaky property 
land at Haines. We have a very capable woman in Mrs. Maurstadt at Haines House 
and I understand she has given all this information to Mr. Tribus of the Board. 
Concerning the Klukwan situation I have some very definite opinions on that 
field. On Verne Swanson's request as Chairman of Presbytery's Board of National 
Missions and following your instructions to assist Klukwan as well as Haines, I 
gave some thought to the field. When Miss. Stauffer asked me to assist her to get 
her work started I did not know that Paul Prouty would be able to help, but I am 
very happy to have him take over. To the natives it is probably a little confusing 
but I am sure that Mr. Prouty and Walter Soboleff will work it out. 

I have just returned from Haines, the boat went over at 10 a. m. and got back 
to Skagway at 3:30 pe. m. Mrs. Clyde Straub who is now working at Haines House, 
stayed with us at the Manse over the week-end and I assisted her in getting a 
number of parcels back over to Haines House. My secondary reason for going over 
was to see Mr. Prouty, but the Princeton-Hall had not arrived in Haines when my 
boat left at 2;00 pe. m On the boat from Haines to Skagway were two of the three 
Pentecostal women who are out at Klukwan, They were going down to Seattle for the 
holidays. It is unfortunate that Mr. Prouty did not meet these women, particularyy 
Mrs. Beldon who is the leader of the work there. The other lady aboard was the 
negroe woman who assists them. 

During my brief visit at Haines, I had a conference with Miss Steuffer and 
later with Mrs. Maurstadt. In my brief devotional for the entire staff at the 
dinner table I assured them of the churchésinterest in their work. How important 
it is to remember these good folks with our prayers, your very fine letters 
always sound that note. 

Miss. Stauffer is quite upset concerning the work at Klukwan. She feels that 
Mre Booth has embarassed her before these Pentecostal workers. A month ago she was 
determined to go into Klukwan and with faith and courage, rebuild our work in this 
native village. At the present time she seems undecided and feels she should wait 
and have the Board smoobh out what is at present a tense situation. She seemed to 
resent the intrusion of Mr. Prouty and Walter Soboleff into the picture but I tried 
to assure her it was probably the best policy. 

a Regarding Klukwen, I personally feel it would be a great mistake to sell this 

| property to the Pentecostal folks. If it does not seem Wise to use Miss. Stauffer 

in that situation, we ought mk to look for a native couple. Klukwan is definitely 
tied up with Haines and with our investmant at Haines House I do not think we can 
afford to have another Church on the field. Both Haines and Klukwan are to small 
to have the community divided religiously. If the Pentecostal's get organized at 
Klukwan it will only be a matter of time until they get into Haines on a more 
permanent basis. I m cannot see our church losing ground especially to a group 
who are opposed to most of the things we stand for. 

Thank you for your very encouraging letter of December Sth and the usual 
fine cooperation. I would hesitate to have Miss. Stauffer go to Kasaan, she is 
doing a fine work at Haines. ; 


ingerely, 


Harold F. Fredsell 


THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. JAN 181945 
Skagway, Alaska. 


Reve Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor. 


January 10, 1945 


Rev. Je Earl Jackman, Secretary, 

Unit of Work in Alaska, 

Board of National Missions, 

Presbyterian Church U. Se A. é 
156 Fifth Avenue, | 

New York 10, N. Y. 


Dear Mr. Jackman: 


It has been a great privilege to minister here in Alaska to the 
townspeople and the service men during these Christmas holidays. The 
Church was crowded Christmas Sunday morning and Christmas Eve at the 
Candle-light Service by Sailors who were in port, the usual fine group 
of soldiers and the civilian townspeople who are increasingly taking 
their place in the church. 
An indication of spiritual reawakening are the two checks enclosed 
from this National Missions supported church. The offering from the 
Children's Christmas Progrmam $ 52. 30 is to go to our work in war-torn 
China. On Christmas Eve. at the Candle-light Service we asked for an 
offering to go to The War-Time Service Fund, this check is for $ 55. 69. 
An interesting story could be told of the soldiers and sailors at the 
Skagway Presbyterian Chapel contributing on Christmas Eve. to The War- 
Time Service Fund. This will tend_to # offset Walter Winchell's recent 
remerk that Skagway Alaska was gd,down on record "as one of the most 
wasteful spots in the war effort." ($75.00 is forthcoming for Nat'l Missions.) 
Other indications of spiritual growth is the contribution by The 
Woman's Church Auxiliary of $5. 00 to our Dessert Mission and the ¢esire 
on the part of the women to assume their benevolence quota from the 
Presbyterial Society. The Church purchased a new rug for the Manse and _f 
the Women bought a very fine floor lamp. L- Me 
You will be interested in the weekly bulletin we are now publishing (MW Be 
end mailing out to all the residents of the community. The Church buys 7, sync pthorn 
the stock and the Army does the mimeographing for us. Our folks (prs shined | tro ie 
become better informed churchmen through the Presbyterian ite rinted on rn. Cl Mbompueg 
the folders. You will notice word of the death of Axel Rasmussen, one a 
of our finest officers and a fine Superintendent of Schools. “His loss is 
greet to the church end the community. 
I am rendering the final statement concerning the expenses involved 
We in bringing us to Skagway. Mr. He L. Johnston very graciously paid me the 
A {\ &306, 72 which represents half of the moving bill. This leaves personal 
Site f transportation end the other half of the moving bill for the Board. I hope 
/ ty the Board can handle the $ 107. 91 which would clearm up the matter. We 
ANWM”_A are very happy thet the church could assume part of the moving expense it 


Vi aad is another step toward maturity. 6 


OY | Thank you for your usual fine support and cooperatio 
Wyn 


U 


Sincerely 


Harold F. Fredsel 


A 
Funds Expended in the moving of Harold F. Fredsell and Family, from SAN 7 6, 


Northville, Michigan to the First Presbyterian Church, Skagway, Alaska. ay 
Freight: 
Detroit to Seattle $ 305. 50 
Seattle to Skagway 192, 97 (#9 2) 
Handling in Skagway 10. 30 
Baggage: 
Trunks to Seattle 52. 66 
Export box (bedding) 276.20 
Excess baggage on boat 20. 55 
Handling in Skagway 4. 25 
Total 613. 43 
+ of moving expense, received 
from Skagway CHUroh aad eve reine ite 3064. 72 
Balance on 6 Gy Of etiam: 62 ante 306. 71 
Transportation: 
Northville to Seattle 219. 84 
Seattle to Skagway 106. 36 
@ e @ e e e e e e 632. 91 


vo & be 
Received from, BO vi 
The Board of National Missions. ) Mie 
Sept. Zon se scl De 00 
Nove 15th eee 250. 00. eoeeee @ 525-6 00 


AmounG to bo received .« <¢ «0 se es eels 6 » » 01 407s 92 e 6. ele Le $107. 91 


Personal Expenses: 
Purchase of trunks and | 
special clothing. . e« .« 145. 00 
Above amount ($145. 00) to be 
assumed by Harold F. Fredselle 
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I said to a man who stood at the gate of the year: “Give me 
a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” And h® replied: 
“Go into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God. 
That shall be to you better than a light and safer than a known 


way. ’—Louise M. Haskins. 


THE Ahi ANY vyviVIDSAN faVlwoasel Url Jiu 
First Presbyterian Church 

Skagway 5 Alaska 
arold fF. Fredsell, Chaplain-Paster. 
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none other than the House of Gcd, 
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O2} TAN PRELUDE - "Agnus Dei." - ~ Van seethoven 
SILENT PRAY=h -— "Cleanse theu me frem secret faults." 

C£LL TO ™:ORSHIP 

CHORLL KESPONSE - "Holy, Holy, Holy" (Congregation Standing) 


INVOCe TION = — _ — = ds 1! ! 


1! " 


PRAY=R OF 
THS LORD'S PREYS - - - - = 
HYLN NO. 396 "Hail to an Brichtness" - - 
SPONSIV= :2aADING - Selection 548 
CLORIA PATRI (Congregation Standing) 
HYMN Ne. 249 "0 Jesus, Theu Art Standing " - How 
THe PASTORAL PRAYER 
PRAY Sit — Dedicatings 
OFFERTORY S&iVICe 
Prayer: "All things come. of Thee, O Lord, 
And cof Thine own have we given Thee" 
Organ lieditatien — "Hope" 
SERMON — "The Things that abide." 
A guide for the year ahead 
HYMN n 34° "Abide with Me." -—- - - - 
SENEDICTION 
Bia ICA Hymn No. 366 
OxnGs¥ POS TLUDE - "Coronstien March" - - 
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the Christian and American flags. 
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THS YVESP=anh SONG e RVICH OF FALIL HLS 
This evening at 7:30 p. m. 

THE DEDICATION Of THES CHHISTIAN FLAG 

.e dedicate these twobeautiful flags 
and in henor ef the young men now serving the Nation. They 

are a gift frem the service men stationed in Skagway and the 


civilians in the enpley of eur country. 


NO THE NA TIONAL COLORS 


to "the Glory of Ged" 


PRAYEK OF DEDICATION (by Paster and People) 

"Almight Ged, King of Kings, Lerd ef lerds, from whom 
oreceed all pewer and dominion, both in heaven and in earth; 
mercifully, as a tender Father, censider thy children every- 
where; pardon the inigquities of the netions, and bring them 
speedily under thy benign réeigh ef jey 2nd peace. Be 
especially mindful, O gracious Father, of those of our own 
hearts 2nd homes, in whose henor these Win are dedicated. 
Enfold them in thy leve, guerd them by they wisdom, vretect 
them by thy power; and if it be according te thy hely will 
for them and us, restore them to us whele in body, unhurt in 
mind , and pure in heart; threugh Jesus Christ our Lord. Amene 

NEWS CF TH SK ACHAY COMAUNITY 

Following the nvenine Vespers, a service of Holy Matri- 
mony uniting Miss nuth Sitton and wr. Bdward Holden will be 
held in the Sanctuary. An informal reception will follow in 
the sociél room adjeurnins the Church. 4 gracieus invita- 
tien is extended to their many friends by the bride and groom. 
In lieu of the service and receotion the usuel "Oven House" 
at the Manse will be omitted this week. ~ 

we Will want te remember in our orayers todey, our good 
friend, urs. Jamss Cezian who is at present at the white 
Pass Hospital. She is resting cemfortably after a difficult 
time. ur. Bart Bowen is likewise at the hospital recovering 
from the "flu." 

Our community and the church will greatly miss #lder Axel 
hasmussen. «crd has just been received ef his death at a 
seattle Hospital. Ths highest hener 
jis te opdain anyone as an wlder, he well deserved the henor 
ard cerried it with great dignity. 

wé understand thet mr. 
ing news that his son, S/Sgt. John K. Hannan is cenvalescing 
from wounds received in battlLs. Let us return thenks. 


REMEMBER TO SEND A SHOxT NOTZ HOME TO TH3 FOLKS 


we can cenfer as a Church 


Acnneth Hannan hake received comfort— 


Saaaannnnnannsnnnneens==:Pyt your hand inte the hand of Ged.”= 


UNIVERSAL WEEK OF 
PRAYER— 1945 

The first full week in January each 
year is sponsored by the Federal Council’s 
Department of Evangelism as the Uni- 
versal Week of Prayer. The dates for the 
1945 observance are January 7-14, and 
the general theme is “Pray—Thy King- 
dome Come.” 

—#}e— 


BIBLE BOOK OF THE MONTH.*« 


Recommended for reading during Jan- 
uary is The Gospel According to Mat- 
thew; during February, The First Epistle 
of Paul to the Corinthians. 


Ate 


THE BEGINNING POINT for 
Christian Stewardship is the Christian’s 
unconditional surrender to Christ. From 
such a surrender flows the stewardship of 
time, talents and money. 


8 
BROTHERHOOD WEEK IN 1945 


Announcement has 
the National Council of Christians and 
Jews, sponsors of the annual’event, that 
the 1945 observance of Brotherhood Week 
will take place from February 18-25. 

ite 


A HINDU STUDENT studying in the 
Law College near Bombay, India, said to 


our missionary, “I want to thank you for 


the good English I acquired. What 
meant most to me wéte the new ideas I 
received from the teachings of Jesus.” 


been made by 


. MY CHURCH™ 
And so I come for deeper rest to this still room; 
For here, the habit of the soul’ 
Feels less the outer world’s control, 
And from the silence, multiplied 
By these still forms on every side, 
The world that time and sense have known 
Falls off and leaves us, God, alone. 
—John Greenleaf Whittier. 
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“AMERICA’S PRAYER MINUTE” 
Six p. m. daily—for the duration of 
the war. This was begun on New Year’s 


Day, 1942. 
at Be 


._THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT 
in Mexico sponsors a booklet c¥lled ‘““Fam- 
ily Worship” which has done mach to 
sttmulhte interest in religion in the home. | 
29,000 copies were circulated last year. 


3 

A MISSIONARY from Iran writes: 
“It has begn like a life-saving sip of cool 
water to a thirsting soul to walk into a 
little town far from the sound of con- 
voys, or the broadcast of European strife, 
to be taken to a home where a modern 
Cornelius welcomed me with almost the 
exact words from the Book of Acts, 
“Here is our little group. We want to 
know just what this message is that you 
are bringing to us people off in the corner* 


of the world.” 
af} 


e 
When Jesus was twelve years of age, 
he announced that he must be about His 


*Father’s business. We know that we, too, 


as God’s sons and daughters and His 
faithful stewards, must be about His 


, business. We are entrusted with many 


possessions. God has put into the world 
and into our hands—houses, lands, 
money, .talent, beauty, bodies, and life 
itself. We are privileged to use and en- 
joy them, but always managing them 
well for the owner, God, to get His will 
done on earth. 


s 
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Vhew Years Unguarded ey rher 


But this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching 


forth unto those things which are. before, I press toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 


The frontier of the Land of 1945 is an unguarded boundary. No 
sentry at midnight will challenge us for countersign. Have we good 
resolutions? We need not declare them. Memories, blessings, achieve- 
ments, stored up treasures of the Old Year, and all the years—these we 


may carry over the boundry; no customs officials will rummage these 
keepsakes.. 


Let us repack before starting the journey of 1945. Let us lighten 
pack, leaving all contraband of conscience behind. Let us not give 
the Dark Mile of yesteryear one backward glance, remembering the 
words Longfellow heard by the little chapel: “Look not mournfully 
into the past, it comes not back again.” With a prayer for God’s for- 
giveness for the past, and for courage and hope, let us go to meet 1945. 
May it justify our saying: “Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of 
the Lord.” 


WELCOME! 


This is the House of God; enter it to find comfort, strength, and peace; depart to 
serve in Chris?’s name. : 


THE ARMY AND CIVILIAN PROTESTANT CHAPEL 
First Presbyterian Church 
Skagway, Alaska. 
Rev. Harold F. Fredsell, Chaplain -Pastor 
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ELCOKS REND: In Shrist's name we welcome you to this 
Church; to its work and worship; to its comfort and-serv— 


Within the Father's House let no one 


1 
sie 


Order of worship, Sunday 31 December 1944 at 10:45. Ade 
ORGAN PrBeLUDE 
SILENT PRAYER 
CALL TO “;ORSHIP 
CHCRAL RESPONSE - "Holy, Holy, Holy." 

PRAY2h OF INVOC: TION " " 

THs LORD'S PRAYER " " 
HYMN NO. 8 "All Hail the Power of Jesus'Name.!! Holden 
RESPONSIVE READING - Selection 522 
GLORIA PATRI 


-"Let the veace of God rule in your heart." 


HYMN NO. 31 "Sun of my Soul." - - Keble 
THE PASTORAL PRAYER 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
FFERTORY SARVICE 

Prayer: "All things come of Thee, O Lord, 

4nd of Thine own have we given Thee." 

Organ Meditation 

Chorel 4nthem 
SERMON - "4.6 the Shepherds seturned." 
HY3N NO. 73 "Tuke the Name of Jesus with You." Baxter 


moar IPT ON 
B3NEDIC PsA UN 


ii wICA, Hymn No. 306 


OLGAN POSTLUDE 
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TH) V2SP SONG SERVICE OF PAVILUR HYLNS 
This evening at 7:30 p. me 
Mrs. Gunnar Matsen at the Piano 
The Pustor voreaches on "Tomorrow's world." This subject 
is being considered across the nation, particularly by Dr. 
walter H. Judd a former medical missionary in Cl.ina and now 
a2 member of the United States Congress 


shew 


(Congregation standing) 


(Congregation starding ) 


NEWS OF THE SKAGVAY COMMUNITY 
Another Skagway boy we were glad to see home for the holi- 
days was Corp. Hobert Selmer. word comes that A/S.t. John K- 
Hennan has been wounded, you will want to write to him «st 210 
repl. Co. T. 8,APO 551,% PM., New York, N.Y. Merle (Dinty) 
oipvrel has been operated on, send him a greeting, iSN 39950636 


577th Meterial Sq. 377th Sur. Grp. Bluethenthal Fieid, .ilming— 
LOM. t eee 
the usual "Coen House" at the Manse following the evening 


service will this week become a New Year's nave watchnicht Pio- 
gram. lable games and festivities of the season will be en- 
joyed with the ringing of the church bells at Midnight. You 
are cordially invited to attend, make a short visit or spend 
the evening with us. 


Pien to be present at the choir rehearsal on Thurs. evenin 
at 7:45 pem. We have heard some fine praise of the choir and 
the splendid Christmas ive Carol Service. wath the large con- 
gregation present, our offering to the sar Tine Service Fund 
amounted to 76.10. The Sunday School offering on Seturday ever- 
ing made possible our gift to CGiina helief to the extent of 

2030. These sre the usual fine pe Rhees to the appeals of 
he Ssagway Church. well dofe} 


It was a grand seehe to see so many S:siors as well as the 
usual fine turn out of Suldiers in church on Sunday morning and 
evening. ikcny of the boys were invited to share Christmas De, 
dinner and other meals, let us keep up this fine spirit of 
Christian hospitality. 


As our little bulletin goes to press we have heard that our 
gocd friend Miss Auth Sitton is ine the: Ary Bessiveie seamen 
her a sveedy recovery as we enjoy having her worship with us 


each weeke 
USE PEIS.S PACE 10 | RITES A SHOR ORT NOTS TO. THs: FOLKS... > 
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KEEPING THE FAITH 

If our Christian profession does 
not find expression in the way we 
use our possessions, our faith in 
Christ and our relationship to His 
church are in danger. A Christian's 
relationship to possessions is crit- 
ically important. One is not really 
Christian until getting, spending, 
saving, and giving are committed 
to the will of God. The dedication 
of possessions to Christ puts God in 
first place in our lives. 

— 6} 

PEACE.—The public mind must 
see that peace is a by-product of a 
process undertaken by men with 
faith in a universe rooted and 
grounded in the love God has to- 
ward all peoples; by men with good- 
will as the ruling spirit and motive 
of their lives; by men who, as neigh- 
bors and citizens, work to establish 
human relations everywhere upon 
good-will and justice. 

Ht} 

“When the world is at its worst, 

the church must be at its best.” 


O Kindly Light, lead us we pray thee. 


AN INTERESTING PROJECT at the 
Agricultural Institute, Allahabad, In- 
dia, is a day nursery for the children 
of village women. These mothers 
are laborers on the farms as grass 
cutters, weeders, etc. Hitherto, small . 
childran and babies were either left 
alone at home or taken to the fields 
where they were at the mercy of 
flies and snakes. 

— ef} 

An emergency law has been 
passed in Mexico that makes it ob- 
ligatory for everyone between the 
ages of eighteen and sixty, who is 
capable, to teach another to read 
and write this year. 


ie 


O my son, my son 

I know but little 

the path thou goest. 

But lo! 
There is God 

who made ° 

heaven and earth. 
Stretch out 

thy hand to Himl 


PRAYER 

Help us to rebuild the world for more splendid lives than 
ours; add wisdom to the ardour of the young, and loving kind- 
ness to the musings of the old; make our eyes aware of things 
too gentle to proclaim themselves; give us emotions far beyond 
the fret of nerve; free us from fear of our own brothers, and from 
the triple course of greed, intolerance and vainglory. 

Lift the dark cloud of war from our future, and grant comfort 
to all quiet kindly folk who carry peace in their hearts amidst 
the stress of conflict; strengthen them also to endure what may 
befall. 

Bring down the tyrant; befriend the victims of injustice and 

equate the reward of labor nearer to the needs of men; accustom 
us to work, not for the snatched profit, but for the common good 
and for the planned destiny of mankind. 

Give patience to those who wait restlessly for this, and hope 
to those who have ceased ‘to believe that it will come; and fill 
our hearts with faith in a Kingdom of Heaven which our children's 
children may some day find on earth. Amen. 

James Hilton. 


roant 1 Oana, 
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The Lord is in His Temple. . . Silence is Becoming the House of God. 
Bow Your Head and Say a Prayer. 


iN 


Dis Gift rid the Star 


If the gift you bring be a gift of gold 

To warm a child when the night is cold, 
(And who warms a child warms Christ) 

You will find a star to guide your feet, 

And though it lead down the meanest street, 
You shall not miss the tryst. 


Or if frankincense as a gift you bring — 
To help some soul in his worshipping 
(For frankincense is prayer) 
The gift that answers another’s call 
At length above your own altar tall 
Shall tell you He is there. 


Or if it be myrrh in your hand you bring, 
(Though myrrh is a sacrificial thing) 
Your gift need not be sad. 
(The soldier gave it in no-man’s-land. 
He sought a gift, and the gift at hand 
Was the only gift he had.) 


These gifts are as old as the old Year One, 
(With these were all Christmas gifts begun 
By the Wise Men from afar) 
Kindness and Worship and Sacrifice 
Still doth He will, bequeath, devise, 
And guides them with His Star. 


HE ARMY AND CIVILIAN PROTESTANT CHAPEL 
First Presbyterian Ghurch 
Skagway, Alaska 
Rev. Harold F. Fredsell, Chaplain—Pastor 
Order of worship 
Shristras Sunday, 24 December 1944, 10:45 


ORGAN PiELUDE - "Christmas Idyl" ~ - Dann 
SILENT PRAYER - "0 Come Let Us Adore Him." 
ALL TO°- WORSHIP - . -The Congregation Standing 


CHORAL RESPONSE - "Holy, Holy, Holy" " ; r 


PRAYER OF INVOCATION - " " " 
THE LORD'S PRAYER - " " " 
HYMN NO. 62 "While Shepherds watched Their Flocks." Tate 
RESPONSIVE READING - Se lection 566 
GLORIA PATRI -. . . « » « Lhe Congregation Standing 
HYMN NO. 246 "© Loner That wete Not Let Me Go." Matheson 
THE PASTORAL PRAYER 
ANNOUNCE: ENTS 
OFFERTORY S&iVICE 

Prayer: "what Gifts Of Love, O Master, 

Can I bring?" 

Oregan Meditation - "Manger Song." - Harrison 

Vocal Offering 
SERMON — "Let us now, go even unto bethlehem." 
HYEN NO. 61 "O Little Town of Bethlehem." ~ Brooks 
AMZRICA, Hymn 366 
ORGAN POSTLUDE - todgers 


"Noel, Noel." - - 
s/ 4 Ve Ne ACL a4 ‘ Avs Ta Ni 
v Fae ears: po Ne en Ww Ww TN Soe Ma 


This #vening. 
T.c Christmas Eve. Candle-Light Carol Service 
2 po Dele to eee 


Wie 5) ee 


"Except the “Christ be cee again tonight 
In dreans of all men, saints and sons of shame, 
The world will never see His Kingdom bright." 


ward 23-12, Spokane le, 


NEWS OF TH SKAGNAY COMMUNITY: 


We are very glad to aa eons home for the holidays 
two of the Skagway boys, A/C. Lyman Reynoldsen and 
Pfc. Eugene Roger Dahl. Our Church sent Christmas 
greetings to forty three of the Skegway boys. 


To the Service Men and townspeople, Chaplain Clyde 
F, Straub and warren Wagner sent Christmas remembrances 
Their temporary address is c/o J. S. Army, Norman Wells 
Newel. Canada. 


It is the hope of the Church Officers thet this 
weekly bulletin wiil supply a real need in our commu- 


nity. Please give all notices to the Pastor by 
wednesday of each week. 


Many of the folks have mentioned how nice the Church 
looks for the holiday season. We aopreciate the fine 
work of Mr. and Mrs. Jess Wallace, Major John Hezlep,dr. 
Mrs. Guy Sipprell and the efforts of Ur. Polley. 


we enjoyed having Bill Feero home on his sick 
leave. Drop him a line at the Baxter Ven. Hospital, 
wash. During this Christmas 
season alder Axel Rasmussen is in a Seattle hospital. 
we wish him Godsoeed and hope he returns soon. 


USS THIS SPACE TO RITS & SHORT NOTE TO YOUR FOLKS _ 


WHAT ABOUT THE OTHER 325? 

Three hundred and ninety three in- 
dependent and tax-supported colleges and 
universities normally enroll seventy per 
cent of the students in this country. As 
these schools of higher education are not 
Church-related they make little or no 
provision for the students’ religious faith 
and life. The Presbyterian Church an- 
swers the spiritual needs of these young 
people through the Westminster Founda- 
tions. Foundations have been established 
at sixty-eight centers. Three hundred 
and twenty-five other colleges and uni- 
versities still need a similar ministry from 
us. 

—af}e— 

Fifty cents will maintain Presbyterian 
Indian work in the Southwest for one 
minute. 

ta 

A survey made sometime ago revealed 
that approximately half the students in 
two of our largest Presbyterian theo- 
logical seminaries came from colleges and 
universities where we have Westminster 
Foundation programs. 


Eighteen months ago—no people, no 
town, no church; today 100,000 people, 
18 Church services, and 25 Sunday 
schools each Sunday! This is the story 
of the United Church Ministry of Rich- 
mond, Calif., where the Presbyterian 
War-Time Service Fund provides leader- 
ship and financing. 

—{}e— 

A chaplain at Fort Riley, Kans., 
writes; “My brother chaplains who are 
Presbyterian never cease to rave about 
the support the Commission gives them.” 


PRESBYTERIAN ITEMS 


INDIAN YOUTH 


The Board of National Missions main- 
tains six schools or homes for Indian 
young people. Two are in Alaska, four 
on the mainland of the United States. 

Sheldon Jackson School, Sitka, Alaska; 
Haines House, Haines, Alaska; Tucson 
Indian Training School and Ganado Mis- 
sion High School, both in Arizona; 
Dwight Indian Training School, at Vian, 
Oklahoma; Rosamond B. Goddard Home 
at North Fork, California. 


Stanley Evans, Sunday school mission- 
ary in Wyoming, writes to approximately 
100 boys in the service who were for- 
merly in his Sunday school or vacation 
Bible schools. One boy, now stationed in 
Australia, wrote asking him when next he 
visited the Sunday school he had at- 
tended, to have the boys and girls sing, 
“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms.” 


—tet 

HONORS TO CHOCTAW sia 
Choctaw Presbytery (Oklahoma) goes 
the honor of being first to go “over the 
top” in the 1944-1945 War-Time Serv- 
ice Fund. Choctaw Presbytery not only 
exceeded its 3 per cent minimum quota, 
but went far over the extra 20 per cent 
asked for postwar reconstruction and re- 
habilitation—reaching as it did 168 per 
cent of its quota. 


Include a Christmas gift for the mis- 
sionary work of your church. 


ih ie 
Through the ari the War Service 
Unit of the Board of National Missions, 
twenty-five churches have been brought 
back into service or new churches organ- 
ized in new communities. 


Lord, teach us to pray—to be sincere and honest with 
our own hearts as well as to be true to Thee. Show us what 
things we really need and grant that we may be willing to 
pay the price to have them. Amen. 


| 
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THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. f 2 1945 
Skagway, Alaska. 
Rev. Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor. 


January 15, 1945 


Rev. J. Earl Jackman, Secretary, 

Unit of Work in Alaska, 

Board of National Missions, - 
Presbyterian Church U. S. Ae 

156 Fifth Avenue, 

New York 10, Hatls 


Dear Mr. Jackman: 


Please accept my appreciation to yourself and your fine staff 
for the lovely Christmas greeting and the helpful book by Dr. Te. G. 
Glover. As missionaries on the field we have a fine example of "A 
Disciple" in the work you are rendering for His Church and the Unit 
of Work in Alaska. 

Two problems confront the work at Skagway which I would appre- 
ciate your counsel on this month. One concerns the war program as it 
is being carried on here in Skagway. The Army work in Skagway has been 
criticized as being very wasteful and somewhat inefficient. I under= 


“stand that Walter Winchell has reported it "as one of the most waste- 


ful spots in the war effort." In lieu of this the townspeople are 
very critical of the army and the entire war effort. Profiteering is 
rampant and everyone is trying to get rich on the expense of the army. 
Our church folks are involved in this as well as others. In keeping 
with "The World Order Movement" I am setting aside a mid-week meeting 
during the Lenten period when we will study the issues of "Victory 
and Peace." With the Skagway people all trying to make money at the 
expense of the war, I feel that the Church must speak out against it. 
Frankness in this case might effect Church attendance but I feel it is 
one of the issues on which the church must speak. I would appreciate 
your mature judgment in this matter. 

The other metter is that I feel that the Skagway Church has for 
too long a time depended upon the financial giving of a few aside from 
the support of our Board. Mr. E. Ae Rasmuson of The Bank of Alaska has 
been a tremendous influence in the church financially and otherwise. 

We get along very well and I believe he has confidence in my judgment. 
In one of our many talks I expressed myself by saying that I thought 

the Skagway people did not appreciate the church becuase it cost them so 
little. He agreed in part and asked me my solution, I suggested the 
Every Member Canvass Plan of our Church. With considerable feeling he 
told me how much he was opposed to it although he agreed it had value. 
Part of the picture is that he does not want to be embarassed by letting 
folks know how much he gives. 

Mre and Mrse Rasmason will not return to Skagway until March. It 
is my thought if you are willing that the annual appeal for funds be 
handled the latter part of February, having the matter all cleared up 
before they return to Alaska. There might be some opposition but I feel 
this is the year to introduce it while funds sre plentiful. 


f d 
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If this plan meets your approval would you be kind enough to 
have the office of The General Council at #156 send me direct the full 


_ assortment of supplies for The Every-Member Canvass for 150 people. 


Likewise if your offer still holds I would like to receive 100 sets 

of dual offering envelopes from The Hubbard Press. We do not need them 
specially printed, if they just read “Presbyterian Church" that is 
sufficient. 

ht I have been looking forward to receiving the request from your 
office for a budget from the Skagway Church. This will bring the matter 
of The Canvass, Offering Envelopes and the whole question of Church 
financing before the Trustees. Our good folks here are perfectly content 
to just keep on going as is. They talk in terms of forty people who 
carry the church program instead of confronting the four hundred towns- 
people to support the one and only functioning protestant church. 

Our weekly bulletins are being mailed out to the entire community aside 
from the Roman Catholic folks. 

We have suffered a great loss in the death of Elder Axel Rasmussen, 
the Superintendent of the Skagway Public School. He went to Seattle 
shortly before Christmas for treatment, his death came very sudden it 
was probably due to cancer. For the time being until a substitute can he 
found I have been asked to teach mornings up at the High School. I 
have two history classes which gives me a wonderful opportunity to present 
the Christian view of life, It gives me a valuable contact with the 

High School young people I have not had to date. 

One of my finest Trustees Mr. James Cozian the local baker is like- 
wise going to be missed from the Church. Due to his wife's health he is 
going back to the States. Losing these two good men aside from the 
soldiers who continue to go out each week makes Skagway a down hill 

The weekly bulletins are well received by the townsfolks, it will 
revive interest in the church. A sound program of church financing 
will likewise remind the community of its responsibility. We hope to 
hear from you soon in regard to these matters. 


Cordially, OS all 


arold F. edsell 


ae Prayer 


O God, who hast given me the gift of 
life, reveal to me its deeper meaning amid 
all the turmoil and confusion of the days 
in which we live. Not only on the far hor- 
izons of life but amid its daily struggle | 
would sense thy presence and catch glimpses 
of thy purpose. Make strong my faith that, 
amid the whirlpools of current events | may 
know that thou art still the Great Unde- 
feated Father of all men, who makest even 
the wrath of men to praise thee. 


Preserve me, I pray, from _ bitterness 
against men who seem to be going wrong, 
bitterness against men who disagree with 
me, bitterness against the social order and 
the blindness of men and nations. 


Help me to walk the paths of peace. Help 
me to rule my spirit and make it a dise 
ciplined instrument before thee. Open my 
mind to understand the truth now hidden 
from my sight. Put the law of kindness on 
my tongue and of forgiveness in my heart. 
Make me patient in these days and strong 
in faith and courage regardless of whatever 
happens to our outward resources or physi- 
cal well-being. 


Above all else | would come: closer to 
Jesus Christ as the great Comrade of all 
who walk in troubled days, that “above the 
howling senses’ ebb and flow,” | may find 
in him the lord of my soul. Amen. 


THE ARMY AND CIVILIAN PROTESTANT CHAPEL 
First Presbyterian Church 
Skagway, Alaska 


Rev. Harold F. Fredsell, Chaplain-Pastor 


se 
, 

He 

ae 


"This is the day Shich the Lord hath made; 
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Crder of Worship, Sunday, 14 January 1945 at 10:45 ..M. 


ORGAN PRELUDE -"Ler,o" ~ - Mandel 
STIENT PRAYER - "Bs strong in the Lord and in the 

ocser f His might.” 
CéLL TO . OHSHIP : 


NHORAL HESPONSE - "Huly,Hely,Holy" Grongtegs ta Stands) 
PRAYER: GF FRVOGR TPO is as) rot aa " 


THs LORD'S PAYER eT | enema ease rf tt 
HYMN NO. 47 “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past." W&tts 
GLORIA PATRI Sehr). Ae tee CO: Tega GLOnmene Dds 
HYEN NO. 282 "Come, My Soul, Thy Suit Prepare." Newton 


THt-PASTKOL PRAY=Kh 
ANNOUNC ix. NTS 
OFFERTORY S=RVICH 
Prayer: "All things come of Thee, O Lord, 
And of Thine own have we given Tnee." 
Organ keditation: "0 For the “an,s of a Dove." -.- 
Choral Anthem: kandelssohn 
SEKKON — "Prayer And The .orld's Need." - = - - 
HYUN NO. 2&3 "Saeet Hour of Prayers" - '- ~~. “alferd 
AVERICA, Hviun Nuoe 336 
ORGAN POSTLUDE — "The 
E-NEDIC Ah 
THe VSPth SONG SERVICES OF FéMILIAn HYWNS 
This evening at 7:30 P. hk. 
Let us know your favorite hymn «hich .ill be broadcast 
over station KS:Y 


Haydn 
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NE&V.S OF TH SKAGsAY CCi}UNITY 


" Bach Sunday evening, after the Vesper Song Service 
"Open House is held at the i anse opposite the Church. 
The Pastor and irs. Fredsell extend a cordial invita- 
tion to the Service Men and the townsfolks to share 
in this friendly fireside get-together. 


Last Sundey the officers of the Church voted to pur- 
chase a permanent Roll of Honor of the boys from the 
Skagway community ..hich will be deciated to the memory 
of =lder Axel nwasmussen. As Superintendent of the 
Skagaay Schools he ses the beloved teacher of these boys 
who are now serving the nétion. 


“i11 the parents and friends of the boys from Skagway 
who are now serving in the armed forces please give to 
the following comuittee, a slip of paper bearing the cor- 
rect spelling of the boys' names as it should apoear on 
the Roll of Honor. Committee: Mr. James Cozian, krse 
Guy Sipprell and the Pastor H. F. Fredsell. 


Thursday 25 aes Saeed choir rsheersal. During 
the winter months the choir will meet at the Manse. 


Many have eapressed the thought that our weekly 
bulletin will be very helpful to the community. Please 
give notices and news to the Pastor by “ednesday of each 
week. | 


TS 


USE THIS SPACE TC SEND A SHORT NOT= TO THS FOLKS 


DOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO ‘Since Christ is Lord’? 9OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO% 


THE CHAPEL 

On Sundays, hundreds of chapel bells 
in army camps throughout the nation call 
our soldiers to worship. 

Regardless of the branch of religion, 
a soldier can find peace, solace, and 
guidance in the little chapel. 

There are many of these chapels and 
they mean much to our boys and girls 
in uniform. The services are typical of 
those in civilian churches, with each 
branch of religion having its own chap- 
lain and specific time for worship. 

The chaplain is often referred to as 
being the soldier’s “father,” and he is 
very worthy of the title. Solving personal 
problems, acting as counselor, and ob- 
taining emergency furloughs for the sol- 
diers, are a few of the many duties he 
performs. Even on the battlefield the 
chaplain can be found giving much- 
needed comfort to his soldiers. 

On the battlefronts it is a little different, 


as is indicated in a letter from a private 


somewhere in the South Pacific: 

“The chapel out here is primitive .in 
style, but as beautiful as any House of 
God anywhere. It is made of rough tree 
wood with a thatched roof, a crude altar 
and wooden ‘benches. Music comes from 
an old piano. 

“But a man can go there and find the 
peace and contentment he desires. Even 
in the midst of all this battle and strife 
the chapel is a sanctuary of kindness, 


t , 
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warmth and love, a lasting symbol of 
God’s kingdom.” 
—+f ie 
The motto of the American Junior 
College for Women in Beirut, Syria, is: 
“To strive, to seek, to find.” 
es aa 
A CALL TO YOUTH 
The youth of our land responded to 
the call to the colors, and the enemies 
who would have destroyed our freedom 
and denied our faith will be beaten, and 
the war won. If it is to be the last war, 
the youth of our land must respond to 
the call of the Cross, maintain our free- 
dom and enthrone our faith, until at last 
man, the wide world round, realizes the 
peace-makers are’ indeed the sons of 
God. 
—Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam. 
he 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S DAY 
In many Protestant denominations, the 
last Sunday of January is observed as 
Young People’s: Day. On this Sunday, 


. Which also marks the opening of Youth 


Week, more and more churches are com- 
ing to give recognition to. young people 
and their place in the life and work of 


the Church. 
—t}e— 


God still calls individuals. The High 
Calling of God to individuals is to Christ- 
likeness. It is a call upward to higher 
levels of Christian life. 


QO OO OOO OOOO OO DOO OO OOO ODOO OOOO DOS VOW DWOOOOOOOOOSSOSOOOOOSOOOOOOD 


I would be true, for there are those who trust me; 
I would be pure, for there are those who care; 
I would be strong, for there is much to suffer; 
I would be brave, for there is much to dare, 


I would be friend of all....the foe, the friendless; 
I would be giving, and forget the gift; 

I would be humble, for I know my weakness; 

I would look up, and laugh, and love, and lift. 


“I WOULD BE TRUE” 


THE ARMY AND CIVILIAN PROTESTANT CHAPEL 


First Presbyterian Church AAA 
ye Skagway, Alaska. (LEA 
Rev. Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor=- Chaplain. 1 


February 17, 1945 


Rev. Je Earl Jackman, Secretary, 
Unit of Work in Alaska, 
Presbyterian Church U. S. A. 

156 Fifth Avenue, 

New York 10, N. Y. 


Dear Mr. Jackman: 


Thank you for your helpful comments on my January report. Your 
trip to the West I am sure will strengthen the missionary movement. 
Enclosed you will find my February report; an interesting letter on the 
timely importance of the Skagway Church to the Service Men; a financial 
report on the funds I have received from the War-Time Service Fund and 
“a weekly bulletin. I have not.heard anything further on the proposal 
of allowing- the Skagway Church $25.)00 a month for a "Hospitality House" 
* program with War-Time Service Funds. It is difficult to know how long 
the soldiers will remain in Skagway but it is thought at least up to 
the summer months. Miss. Koerner very kindly informed me of the allow- 
ance to restore the furniture etc. and I will write later in connection 
with this. The Army has been mimeographing our bulletin each week, with 
_«the church supplying the stock from our supply house. 

A very important matter that needed Christian statesmanship came 
to the fore this month in Skagway or more particularly in Juneau. The 
million and as half dollar Army built hospital in Skagway was turned over 
to the Dept, of Indian Affairs for a tuberculosis Sanatorium, The Dept, 
of Indian “ffairs was looking for some church group to staff and admin- 
ister the Hospital. It was being discussed at the Legislature meeting in 
Juneau. I wired Willis Booth expressing my concern and also contacted 
Bishop Bentley of the Episcopal Church suggesting the possibility of joint- 
Presbyterian-Episcopalian leadership. The Skagway Masons are very opposed 
to the mounting power and control of the Roman Cetholic Church. Mr. Booth 
had Mr. Prouty tell me that we could do nothing about it, Bishop Bentley 
was not anymore encouraging. The result is that on April lst, the Roman 
Catholic Church will o pen this splendid hospital housing between 150 and 
300. (predominantly Indiens from So. “astern Alaska who have bean under 
Presbyterian influence.) The only thing left to do is to request the | 
privilege of holding religious services for the Protestants. This will be 
somewhat of a problem as the Hospital is three miles out of town. Another 
straw in the wind is thefthe local Roman Catholic Mission has received from 
the Army, some twelve or fifteen large wooden berracks for the nominal stm 
of $ 1: O03 
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I hope when you were in Skagway that you haa the opportunity of : 
seeing the extensive Indian Art Museum collected by the late Elder Axe 
Rasmussen. It is considered one of the finest, the most extensive and 
costly collection in the Whole of Alaska He formerely hed it at 
rangel when he was Superintendent of Schools of that city. 

There is considerable conjecture as to whet will happen to this 
collection. It will be difficult for the heirs to find a ready market for 
ite Some of the townspeople would’ like to keep it in Skagway, but it would 
need a caretaker and a fire-proof building. I wonder if we could posssbiy 
handle it eat the Sheldon Jackson School? Perhaps we could find someone who 

sould be interested in purchasing it for the school if it is placed up for 
“Y\o% sale. I em having dinner for Ned Johnson tomorrow night an Indien boy who 
LY i ) was adopted by Mr. Kesmussene Ned is a product of Haines House and Sheldon 

\gD jackson School. At present he is in the Army and whether he is legally 

Beet Mesopted $s not certain. The two brothers of our former Elder and his sister 
i \N reside at Oxford, Indiana and are members of the Presbyterian Chur che Pe 
[lo Perhaps you would like to write to Mir. Yew concerning this collection and in 
moa the meantime I will follow at up on this end. coll shenWelle 


# 29 s&h 50) Otome 
Tr 


700 
a\r" a You will notice on my report that I had the great privilege of spefding 
A" a" four days along the Alaska Militery Highway. I have been appointed Auxiliary 


— Chaplain of the North West Service Command with responsibilities at Haines, 
< Skagway and the Section Houses along the White Pass and Yukon Railrodd. The 
Service Command Chaplain arragned transportation permits for me to travel with 
Mr. Bingle from Whitehorse to Fairbanks. I intend to give you a detailed 
report of my trip and pay tribute to the outstanding work and Christien 
effectiveness of our Civilian ShaQplain, Bert J. Bingle. While in Fairbanks, 
awaiting flying orders, I spoke to the Session of that Church and the mid- 
week fellowship supper group. It was pleasant to renew acquaintance again 
with Miss. Gertrude Bechtel. As Auxiliary Chaplain it was possible for me 
to return to Whitehorse in an army transport plane. Messrs, Bingle, “hamplin 
end myself preached at different camps at all hours and therefore covered 
the area more thorougly then our Chaplfin could possibly do alone. It was 
a thrilling experience to see our church serving a new frontier, 

My regards to your sk&&% staff, we look forward to seeing you in April. 


aan 


ins 
Harol® FY Fredsell. 
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Ag-SF Redistrib. Station, 
Ft. Sem Houston, Texas. 
15 January, 1945. 


The Minister and Chaplain, 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Skagway, Alaska. 


Dear Minister and Chaplain: 


The content of this letter came to me while I was attending 
Church yesterday. My thoughts drifted back to the days when I was 
stetioned in Skagway. I entered that little "metropolis on the 
29th day of September 1942, a green and lonesome soldier. I thought 
to myself what a dismal place to live; when will I ever see home againe 
So from that day on I started my career in the Army. 

At this point, I want to confess something which you might, as 
a Minister and Chaplain, look upon as something lacking in my life. 

I never attended church regulerly before coming into the Army though 
I did join a church after being married. After that I did go some, but 
not like I should. 

To continue, after two or three months in Skagway, I got aquainted 
with companions who were the kind of fellows whom anyone would want to 
associate with. Some of them attended your church which, up to the present 
time, I had never attended. So one Sunday we all went. That was one 
Sunday I wrote home about. I began to realize then what a m big mistake 
I had made of not going before the war. There in that church from that 
day on I met new people as well as soldiers. I found comfort in my times 
of loneliness and distress. Finally I became a member of the choir. 

My church attendance bécame more regular. I found after that, that 
being in Skagway wasn't so bad after all. 

In summing up,- I want to thank all the members of that little 
"church" who gave me the opportunity of finding a happy life even though 
it was only temporarily in Skagway. I say unto every soldier who is now 
stationed in Skagway to attend church regularly. I say this because I 
know how lonesome I got and how the church helped me to forget my hone- 
someness.e I am deeply grateful for every hour that I spent singing in the 
choir or being one of the congregation. 

If you see fit to take the time to read this to the congregation, 

I would be grateful. 


Sincerely yours, 


Cpl. Joseph F. Dryden 
Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. 


( a copy of the original letter.) 
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THE ARMY AND CIVILIAN PROTESTANT CHAPEL. 
First Presbyterian Church. 

Skagway, Alaska. 

Rev. Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor- Chaplain. 


February 19, 1945. 


Funds used against War-Time Service Account. 
$ 137. 10 received through Clear Lake, Michigan Summer Conference.1944. 


"Open House” progrem at the Manse 


following the evening Vesper Service on Sundays. 
Light refreshments served, average attendance 26. 


GO ei) /Teweek s\/ets el) s' 2 cela Tene geOO 
"Soldiers Choir Party ... 5. 00 
Nove four weeks . eeeeeee 20. 00 
Dec. four weeks . @| @. © 0) -eme le 20. 00 
Christmas Tree Decorating Party. 5. 00 
January four weekS e « e eeee ZO. 00 
February four weeks . . . « e « 20. 00 . 
t).” gulbal Aiet a feta SmO 
Correspondence and follow up letters, 
Christmas greetings . 2 « « « e Zeige 
Letters to service men (air-mail) 2. 00 
To parents of boys in Skagway e+ 60: "e.!! oie. ey) bof 0 eR enLGe 
Christmas Day 
* Dinners for 7 service men « « « e« Qe 00 
a Presents". 2a re Met ence Fee LO och coll chiral wile a an /s1 toner AAT 
New Year's Eve Watch Night Program 
Refreshments, prizes etCe «.« « « « « + 500. «+ «ew oe 6. 00 
Sunday Dinners for 11 Service Men 
We plan to invite two boys each week. « « + « ee e ee ee 11. 00_ 
Total ‘to date... <s, daelees Be 


espectfu 


bmitted, ; 


Harold Fé Fredsell 


I 


THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH : 
Skagway, Alaska. 
Rev. Herold F. Fredsell, Pastor. 


March 18, 1945 
Rev. J. Earl Jackman, Secretary, 
Unit of Work in Alaska, 
Presbyterian Church U. S. A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 10, N. Y. 


Deer Dr. Jackman: 

Enclosed you will find my report for my work in Skagway up to March 
15th, as well as a contribution to "The Boerd of National Missions” for 
$ 62. 00. This is for the fiscal year 1944-45 and I hope it is received 
on time to be so credited. 

Our big project for the month of March has been the launching of the 
Lenten "Church-Night" progrem. We have followed somewhat a suggestion made 
by The Board of Christian Education under The World Order Movement for weekly 
discussions of Christian Citizenship. Preparations were made for forty, 
our officers expected ten, the first night we had sixty on the second 74. 

From the standpoint of leadership the most fruitful work this month 
has been the ground work done of a system of church financing. Our officers 
ere opposed to "The Every-member Canvass} I therefore have dropped the term 
but we ere using the same general approach. Enclosed is a copy of our 
budget and the appeal which went out. From early indications there will be 
a good response. We were happy to recieve the forty boxes of envelopes 
ordered by the Board from The Hubbard Press. My original intention was to 
mail out the bomes to every constituent hence my order of 100, in as much as 
we have just received 40, I am mailing them out only to those who have 
pledged. 

On my trip to the section houses of the White Pass and Yukon Railroad, 
I visited briefly and contacted 37 men, leaving with them copies of "Today" 
"The Link" and left over Sunday School papers and quarterlies. An important 
field of additional work will be the visiting and conducting of services 


et the new Hospital for Tubercular patients. Although this is under Roman 


Catholic leadership I have already requested i 
services which I feel w e granted. At present the plan is to move many 


o) 6 residents y for hospitalization. In my opinion 
of the 200 expected patients at the hospital a great majority will have 


already come under the influence of the Presbyterian Church. The hospital 
being three miles out of town will present a ransportation problem. 
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anes are pleased to know that the Committee on Camp and Church 
Activities has granted the Skagway Church $25. 00 a month for progrem 
expenses. Each Tuesday evening in our Lenten program we have hed between 
15 and 25 service men for supper at the church. Last Sunday evening 
after the Vesper Service we had 39 folks at the Manse afterward for our 
fellowship program, more than half of this number were service mene It 
will be helpful to know that we will receive some aid in entertaining 
these men who appreciate the contribution of the church both religiously 
Worn socially. Although the men are being withdrawn from Skagway we still 
| have a considerable number and it will be summer or fall probably before 
most of them are out of here. The officers of the church are carefully 
weighing wheré we can best use the $ 300. 00 allocated to restore the 
Skagway Manse. Redecorating is needed, the floors should be sanded and 
refinished and some items of furniture should be replaced. We will write 
concerning this matter in the near future. 


Thank you for your usual fine cooperation. 


We are looking forward 
to seeing you at Presbytery. 


Carte radu ll — 


Harold F. Fredsell, Pastore - 


t 
} 
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THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Skagway, Alaska. 
Rev. Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor, 


May 15, 1945 
Dre Je Earl Jackman, Secretary, 
Board of National Missions, 
Presbyterian Church U. Se A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 10, Nei Ys 


Dear Dr. Jackman: 

Congratulations to you on the degree that was conferred, as one of the 
able Statesmen of the Church you are worthy of the honor. It was very delight- 
ful for Mrs. Fredsell and myself to have had you as our guest and to follow | 
up your visit to Skagway with those helpful days in Hydaburg. © 

You are probably interested to know about the progress we are making in 
our efforts to secure a church social and recreational building. After a 
number of conferences with army officers and officials from the Reconstruction 
Finance Company I have been promised a building known as The Port Recreational 
Hall. This is the finest building for our purposes in Skagway. Built as a 
recreational building it has a fully equipped stage, two wash rooms, adequate 
kitchen space and a high ceiling. It is approximately the size of our present 
Church building. The evaluation would be in the neighborhood of of $ 50, 000. 00. 
I am quite confident we will ge the building for nothing or ‘or possibly one dollar. 
We will have to move it and build a new foundation under it. The lot. immediately 
in back of the church has already been purchased and we have cleared the property 
of an old house and four big trees. Our people are out this week to raise at 
least a $ 1000. 00 toward the ioiee teas that you have been able to secure 


the $ 500. 00 that was originally promised toward basement for recreation auch 
~y enn lug 
PRL all naa te Du 


purposes. This is to fine an opportunity to pass up 
$25. a month. I me Ae that 


Recently I received a $ 75. 00 check from 
Letivities marked "appropriation from March 1 
this is to cover the expenses connected with the Manse Hospitality, House program. 
About a month a go I received from your office a $ 50.00 check which I thought was 
for the same purposes. Know I am wondering if that $ 50.00 was not for the salary 
adjustments that you spoke about. I have not received any increase from the 
Church possibly due to this building project which is now under way. With the ex- 
tremely high cost of living here in Skagway we find it very difficult to make ends 


meet. Kindly let me know concerning this $ 75, 00 check, I have not cashed it and 


will wait until I heer from your office. wil 


treasury will be compensated accordi 
 Seamary wAT1 be comp orate 
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On the basis of Miss Koerner's letter concerning the $ 300. 00 which 
was appropriated for reconditioning the Skagway Manse due to its war-time 
use we are proceeding accordingly. To dete $ 42. 00 worth of wall paper 
has been ordered from Montgomery Yards, floor varnish and paint to the extent 
of $3 23.00 and repairing the washing machine and parts needed about $15. 00. 


Ve are drawing on our own church funds with the understanding that when the 
bills are presented with our paid vouchers 7 Sais the ge BP ai Be tt, hae 
\ 2 ? Ate if) ] ‘ 
. “ : 4 § i / Us 
4 Nh have nd : thy VW Gudea seb ruil ; byt 
y report I enclosed fe) 4) 


/personal) check to cover 5/4 
I asked Miss Koerner if she 
: ir. Thorne's department. 
To date I have not heard enything concerning the order. Enclosed is the Vp. 
number of the film needed for my movie camera + 382, a 50 ft magazine in the 
16 mm width. I had hoped to take this to Sitka with me for the Young 
Peoples Conference but whenever it comes it will be appreciated. 


Ne will leave probably on Saturday for Sitka with eight of our High 
School young people as delegates. A ninth boy had planned to attend but on 
Saturday he was dewnmt drowned at a nearby lake. His funeral services will 
be held tomorrow evening from the church. Word has just come to me that one 
of my newly elected Trustees is leaving for Anchorage to work for the 
Alaska Railroad. You probably remember Wr. Jess Wallace who was a lay reader 
of the Episcopal Church and whose wife sangin our choir. We will miss the 
both of them tremendously. These losses press heavily upon our hearts. 


Vrs. Fredsell joins me in sending our best wishes to you as your 
interpret Alaska to the folks at home. 


arold F. Fredsell 


UL 2 1945 


Sheldon Jackson School 
Oe AL LAY ® 


June 14, 1945 
Dear Friend: 

We have just returned from the Alaskan Young Peoples Summer Conference 
held at our Sheldon Jackson Mission, School, Sitka Alaska, A splendid group of 
young people were there from the various towns, Indians, Eskimoes and whites in 
Qne happy family. We had nine delegates from Skagway with both of us on the 
faculty and Margaret Ann at the age of two attending her first Conference, Our 
week at "Sitka the Beautiful" was very enjoyable. ‘le will never forget the a we- 
inspiring sunsets seen through the many islands that surround ISitka as you look 
out across the broad Pacific. 

In April we attended the meeting of Presbytery held at the fishing village 
of Hydaburg. On both trips we used the Alaskan jitney, a sixty foot gas boat. 
The first trip was on our mission boat "The Princeton-Hall" and to the conference 
we went en-routeby way of the fishing work boat "S.J.S.II". Picking up delegates 
we visited ten of the towns and fishing villages. It brought to us a greater 
appreciation of the mission program of the church. In many of them there was but 
the one church where it had lifted the level of life tremendously in the forty 
years of Christian leadership, 

Here in Skagway our church has just acquired from the Army a building valued 
at $ 30,000.00, formerly known as “The Port Recreation Hall," It is to be our 
new Church House Community Center. The fully equipped stage, lounge hall and 
auditorium will fill a real need. ‘Jith the closing of the USO most of the 
equipment has been transferred to our new center. This enlarged unit will serve 
the remaining soldiers and the townspeople. The response has been splendid, our 
church people went out on house to house calling and in one week raised the 
necessary funds for acquiring the property, moving the building and alterating 
it to our needs. ‘le anticipate a busy summer and fall program. 

Our work with the service men has been a very satisfying experience. Many 
have been surprised and grateful to find an active church in the heart of an 
Army Post. Their letters and continued friendship has meant a lot to us, While 
we were at Summer Conference two of the young "Medics" conducted the morning 
services and a Chaplains Clerk with the Director of the USO led the evening 
Vesper Hour, We enjoy having three or four of the soldiers every Sunday for 
dinner. (They usually put Margaret out of the kitchen afterwards and take over 
thek. P. duties.) The lovely little Manse has been a second home to many of them. 

It has been a joy to carry-on God's work surrounded by His beauties, Only 
the mountain tops are white now with the stately spruce and balsams making the 
valley a lovely shade of green, From our living room window we look out upon a 
a glacier with the snow gradually shifting, The winter winds are forgotten 
during the past six weeks of sunshine, How our garden is progressing during 
these long summer days! On June 20th we are to have a community picnic at Mid= 
night for the sun will never set from our view that day, 

As the mountains are round about Skagway so is the Lord round about His 
people. And as we are blessed by His sunshine let us pray: "Thou who hast given 
us so much, give us one thing more grateful hearts," 


Sincerely, 


Va pares, Bl rxror On CH 
"The Fredsells." Margor Fé 4 ve 


eer 


THE ARMY AND CIVILIAN COMMUNITY CHAPEL 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Skagway, Alaska. 
Rev. Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor- Chaplain. 


June 18, 1945 
Dr. Je Harl Jackman, Secretary, 
Unit of Vork in Alaska. 
Presbyterian Church U. 5, A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 10, N. Y. 


Dear Dr. Jackman: 


I have before me your splendid letters of Jume lst and the 8th. 
Enclosed you will also*find my report for the month of June. With the 
soldiers end the civilian construction workers-going out every week 
our attendance is down as compared to six months ago. Our Sunday School 
is doing very well poe Say running ten to fifteen beyond the attendance 
of a year agoe 

Our new Church House is now on our property immediately to the rear 
of the sanctuary. We purchased the additional lot from the city. The 
building will be a great. asset to our Church, and Community program. With 
the closing of the Skagway USO a large proportion of their equipment was 
moved to our new building. The remaining soldiers as well-as the towns- 
people will be able to'play ping-pong, badminton and shuffle-board. The 
new center is much larger than our church building. 

This building waserected by The Elliott Construction Co as a recrea=- 
tion hall for their civilian employees. It was built as a cost of $ 60, 
000. 00. Built at a time when labor and materials were high it is prob- 
ably worth $ 30,000. 00. By cutting a good deal of red-tape we will in 
all possibility get the building for no#thing, other than the cost of moving 
it and adapting it to our needs. With the use of army caterpillars and a 
constmuction gang from the W. Pe. & Y. Rok. we have moved the building to 
our lot at an estimated cost of $ 1000. 00. The Skagway people have raised 
¢ 1200. 00 and that will take care of the expenses to date. We are anxious 
to put some kind of a foundation around it before cold weather sets in and 
connect it with our present building. The two wash-rooms will have to be 
re-arranged for our _meeds and we are planning to build a kitchen in the rear 
of the structure. “In adapting the building to our needs the $ 500. 00 from 


he Boerd would be o 
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Our work with the service men continues to be an important part of our 
program. Although a good many of our boys are being shifted to Whitehorse 
and Edminton, soldiers are now being sent in to take the places of Standard 
Oil Company employees attending the pipeline from Skagway on up to the Canol 
project. A certain number of G. I'S are being kept on the railroad who will 
spend their week-ends in Skagway. The $ 25. 00 a month being received from 
the Committee on Camp and Church Activities helps a good deal. Mrs. Fredsell 
and myself commented the other night that for the past nine months we have had 
from two to six soldiers for Sunday dinnef each week. Different boys drop in 
three or four nights a week to visit and usually have coffee and cake with us. 
From the standpoint of our sugar consumption it is fortunate that Alaska is not 
rationed.A\I recently received the $ 25. 00 check from Camp and Church for the 
month of June and I assume that July's will be on its way. My suggestion re= 
garding the § 50. 00 sent by your office is that it be applied for the months 
of January and February which was before Camp and Church started the Skagway 
appropriation and there was nothing to cover the expenditures for that period. 
The initial grant from the Clear Lake Michigan Summer Conference took us through 
the end of December and I sent you a report covering the expenditures. This 
would clear up the matter and take care of the expenses involved. 

We are looking forward to holding our Vacation Church School during the 
early part of July with the hopes that our new building will be ready for use 

at that time. I have ordered supplies from the San Francisco book store. 

Three weeks ago a young couple from The Christian Missionary Alliance in White- 
horse came to me and offered to run a Vacation Bible School for me. I thanked 
them but told them I was planning to run my school in July, thinking that would 
be the end of the matter. To my surprise they approached the Pentecostal 
Mission here in town who of course jumped at the offer. The Mission has given 
us little concern because it only involves the husband and wife who run it, their 
girl and a few of the townspeople. However, this vacation Bible School had about 
twenty children in it, nineteen of them are members of the Presbyterian Sunday- 
School. We now have to offset some of their narrow teachings and questionable 
procedures. I have learned my lesson if you give some of these fellows an inch 
they take a foot. 

I wrote a full letter to Rolland Armstrong giving him Jess Wallace's 
name and seven others who have left Skagway for Anchorage. It is unfortunate 
we ere losing some of our finest families who are dissatisfied with the W. 

Pe & Ye Re Re Mr. Rasmuson has been in Montana for the past month on business. 
You will be pleased to know that Mr. Johnston gave me a $ 25.°00 a month 

bonus to offset the high cost of living during these war days. It will help 
although we would still be interested in purchasing some canned goods especially 
milk through the group purchasing power of the Board. 

We appreciate your confidence in our ability and was pleased to know that 
you gave your permission to the Sitka folks to approach us with a view toward 
teking up that work in September. We thanked Leslie Yaw and Rolland Wurster but 
told them it would be unfair to the Skagway folks at the present time. After the 
long period of army leadership here in Skagway our task is to again enlist the 
local folks to carry forward the work of the church. We are gradually replacing 
the soldiers in the Sunday School and church with community civilian leaders. 
Our work has been challenging and we hope we have been useful in building God's 
Kingdom. We volunteered for War-Time Service work and in all probabili 
our task is completed in Skegway we will return to 
you again for your usual fine cooperation and support. Your letters 
always cheer our hearts and make us want to do more for Christ and His Church. 

I am enclosing a "Mission Letter" we recently sent to the folks in re 


Northville and interested Presbyterians. 
sincerely sed) y dash 
ca 


Harold F. Fredsell 


' 
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THE ARMY AND CIVILIAN COMMUNITY CHAPEL 
First Presbyterian Church 
Skagway, “laska. 
Rev. Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor - Chaplain. 


* July 15, 1945 
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¥™ Dr. J. Earl Jackman, Secretary, 
Unit of Work in Alaska, 
Presbyterian Church U. S. A. 
“yy 156 Fifth Avenue, 


AS New York 10, N. Y. 
mer vas 
© => Dear Dr. Jackman: 
La, 


re 
“J 


NY x Enclosed is my report for the month of June. Im spite of victory 
> “gardening and boats arriving on Sundays our attendance has not dropped 
Y4% off for the summer months. With the Sunday boats it means that the 


~ 

‘a 

~~ 
~~ " — 

> = 
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» 2» entire town has to work and we get very few tourists these days. Most 
~s\ of the vacationers go direct on the train to Lake Benet and the Yukon 

<>) River trip. Last week however we had a minister and his wife from the 
‘<2\A. United Church of Canada a Rev. A. B. Irwin from Exeter. We had them for 
8.2 Sunday dinner and he spoke at the evening service for us. 
ya We have a new group of soldiers coming in to take the place of the 
Standard Oil people on the Canol Pipe Line and the Skagway Tank Farm. 

A They feel they will be somewhat permanent and they are having their wives 
“So trevel to Skagway. We are busy finding places for them to live and we 

S* usually have the newly errived wife and her soldier boy husband for Sunday 
dinner. 1 visit the soldiers at the TenkF* arm on the same day I go out 
QR to see the patients at the Native Affairs Hospital. I sent my June report 
asq] to Dr. Getty of Camp and Church Activities and although I did not receive 


dete. 
ee 


. 


> - 
7 
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heck to date it will probably be along soon. 


Our Sunday School is going slong very well. ‘Ve are busy calling on 
Thou comers and getting their youngsters into the church work. I have ordered 
our supplies and we will probably have our Vacation Church School in August 
Ne hope to be able to use the auditorium part of our new building. 

Je now have a returned service man working on the new Church Community 
Center. It cost us a little over a § 1000. 00 to move the building and the 
balance of the $ 1200. 00 we raised is rapidly going for repairs and the 
foundation. We hope to install a kitchen and badly needed lavatories. The 


$500. OO from the Board will be put to work as soon as we receive jt. 
sincerely, Ponyrtd + Ds eberbp 
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THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Skagway, Alaska. 
Rev. Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor. 


August 18, 1945 


Dr. Je Earl Jackman, Secretary, 
Unit of Work in Alaska, 
Presbyterian Church U. S. A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, 

New York 10, N. Y. 


Dear Dr. Jackman: 
Enclosed is the statistical report for the month of July. We are 
enjoying a new and interesting phase of work, namely interpreting the 
program of the Presbyterian Church in Alaska to the many tourists who are 
now beginning to visit Skagway. . You will’ notice from the bulletin and 
the Skagway “paper" that over forty were in attendance at the Sunday 
Evening Service and most-of whom stayed for the films and fellowship hour. 
I have one of the Church School boys at the gangplank Sunday mornings at 
8:00 a. me when the boat docks and he passes out copies of the Church 
Bulletin. . a eae eer 
Wy colored views of Alaska are proving to be of considerable interest. 
I got the thought of giving a little lecture from the Anglican Rector in 
Whitehorse. The Church there owns some old black end white slides on the 
Yukon and each of the ministers have given this lecture on Sunday evenings 
and Wednesdays depending upon when the river boat is ins This is a very 
effective method of bringing the Church to the attention of the tourists. 
Wy little talk is based on the work of Haines House, views from the Presby- 
tery meeting at Hydabarg, a number of pictures of the summer conference at 
Sheldon Jackson as well as sights in and around Skagway. 
Talking about Kodachrome pictures I am sending you under separate cover 
11 slides which are reproductions of McClure's paintings on the Northwest 
Coast indians. These are duplicates from the Axel Rasmussen collection. 
The cost is very little, just send me a roll or two of Bantam 7 K828. You 
mentioned thet Mr. thorne had some connections where the 2"x pictures could 
be made up commercially. I have a wonderful collection of old Skagway pictures 
from the gold rush days of '98. These could be made up on the Kodachrome slides 
for the above lecture that I am int erested in making available for the Skagway 
Church. They would be of tremendous interest and the church program could be 
presented at the same time. Perhaps we could have three sets made up, one for 


the Skagway Church and one for each of us. Th ; 
could be tinted before the slides were made 1 pe reg Merial ri they a Ey 


j jetures to the N. Y. office. res 
__>>>) I will send the p Terres 
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Thank you for the usual interesting letter that follows my monthly report. 
It is the best compensation I know for getting your report in on time. The 
2 ¥ $500. 00 check for our new building was appreciated. Most of the money will go 
an ~ toward buying white asbestos fire-proéf shingles to cover the building and make 
are it ldok similiar to the church. At present it is covered with black tar-papere 
AN Sw We have a returned ex-service man doing the carpenter work on revamping the build= 
A t _ ing to our needs. It will give us additional Sunday School rooms, a boy-scout and 
j 2 firl-scout room, lavatories and a fine big kitchen, 
J a / I have not heard from Camp and Church as to the July or August checks al- 
ee chough my reports have gone in. With grateful hearts we led our people in 4 
y3 service of Thanksgiving on Tuesday evening August 14th. A fine group of soldiers 
Vy 
( 
“a 


were present with one of the officers: taking part in the service. How long they 
will remain here is difficult to say. A new group of service men have replaced 
the Standard Oil employees on the Canol Pipeline project. 
Although we have lost some fine people to Anchorage, our new comers are 
taking hold in church very well. For the first time since I have been here, we 
have six teachers in the older section of the Sunday School. Five of them are 
new residents, Mrs. Rasmuson being the only old timer. The Sunday School work 
is gratifying, even with the construction workers and their families now out of 
the community,we are doubling our attendance of a year ago. 

The towns-people are still very lax when it comes to getting out to church. 
Friendly and cooperative, they love the church but old habits are hard to break. _ 
I eam plenning during the month of September to visit every family with a protest- 
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ant background asking them to be present at the World=-ide Communion Observance. 
Would you be kind enough to send me immediately from the N. Y. office of Arthur 
Limouze, 200 copies of each of the materials available for World-Wide VYommmnion. QW 
¥ I will have Mr. Johnston send you's check -inmedistely upon receipt’ for the~cost=—"> +] 
involved. If I wait for °an Francisco to send me an order blank and they in WG | 
turn wait for receipt of it, too much time is lost. ig 
We never have a dull moment. Miss Haggart end a friend of hers from 
Sheldon Jackson were withus for two days, last night we had Jean Williams for 
dinner and a delightful visit, today at 8:30 a. m the four Fox's arrived. 
It will be splendid to have a man at Haines and these folks will probably fit 
right into the picture. Miss Jean Williams will be a welcomed member of the 
staff at the Skagwey Sanatorium, where incidentally most of the patients are 
Presbyterians. I have a funeral there tomorrow of one of our girls. You, 
evidentally feel as I do, however that Miss Jean ‘illiems is too valuable to 
lose from our Board. 
This letter some-what rambles all over the place, but perhaps it gives 
you a picture and conveys the spirit of our work. We trust you are having a 
little rest this summer and we always enjoy hearing from you. 


rdially, 
ee ee at 
Harold F. Fredsell 


THE ARMY AND CIVILIAN COMMUNITY CHAPEL 
First Presbyterian Church 
Skagway, Alaska. 
Rev. Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor - Chaplain. 


September 15, 1945 


Dr. J. barl Jackman, Secretary, 
Unit of York in Alaska, 
Presbyterian Church U. S. A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, 

New York 10, “N.Y. 


Deer Dr. Jackman: 


Enclosed is my report to cover activities for the month of August. 

Our attendance has held up fairly well considering that the towns people 
have to work on Sundays with a boat at dock each week and the tourists are 
teken direct to Lake Bennet. We have been having quite a few tourists at 
the evening service however, due largely to our plan of presenting them 

with a church bulletin when they get off the boat, 8:00 a. m. Sunday morning. 
ie have had some interesting and complimentary comments concerning this 
procedure. 

Our ‘Jomans Church Auxiliary recently served the Congressional Party 
touring Alaska to a splendid luncheon when they were here in Skagway. Gov. 
Gruening, Congressman Paul Cunningham of Iowa and Representative Ferguson 
of Georgia all visited the church and seemed impressed with our program. 
lir. Cunninghem is Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Desioines, Iowa. 

Pastoral calling at the Tuberculosis Sanatorium in Skagway seems 
increasingly important. Even if the Roman Yatholic sisters do not attempt to 
proselytize it is natural that our Presbyterian young people welcome their 
attention and favor. I was there on two afternoons of this week but trans-= 
portation is difficult end irregular. The taxi fare is $ 1. 00 each way and 
thet is too expensive as a regular thing. Recently I had a funeral at the 
Sanatorium and the service was held in the corridor, the Chapel is reserved 
solely for the Rowan Vatholic sisters. Jhen I go to Juneau next week to hear 
E. Stanley Jones I am going to the Department of Indian Affairs to come to 
some understanding concerning the Sanatorium. The Chapél has been built with 
U. S. government funds therefore it mist be available to all groups or else 
they mst build a separate one. I have already made an appointment to see 
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Vr. bon Foster, head of the Dep't of Indian Affairs regarding the Chapel, 
religious services and also that they provide some transportation so that the 
employees like Jean illiams can get into Church on Sundays. I will let you 
know the outcome of my conference, 
Ye are making splendid progress on our Church Community Venter. The 
plumbing work is all completed which will run in the neighborhood of $ 400.00. 
Our carpenter has another two weeks work and then some painting will have to be 
done. White asbestos shingles,(like on the Manse) and imitation brick siding for 
the lower part has been ordered. ie will spend between two and three thousand 
dollars on the building, but it wi 11 be worth about § 30, 000. 00. The formal 
dedication will probably be held on October 20th, when our Vomans Auxiliary is 
to hold a Church Supper and Fall Festival. Funds will be forth coming and as 
far as possible we are not going to touch our present balance which we hope to 
use on improving the Church as such. 
The little Manse looks resplendent with a coat of paint inside end out. 
Our hardwood floors have been sanded and varnished and new wall paper is on hand 
to decorate the rooms for the first time. The washing machine has been repaired 
as well as some of the furniture that the soldiers had given hard usage. ile have 
bean paying these bills from the regular church funds and will send the paid 
vouchers and bills to you soon for reimbursement from the $ 300. 00 allocated to 
that use from the Camp and Church activities. 
ile had a recent visit from Chaplain C. E. Davison, our Presbyterian Coast 
Guard Captain from Ketchikan. He arrived in time for the evening service and 
seemed pleased and surprised. The “open house” fellowship at the lanse follow- 
ing the service impressed him very much. He is making a routine visit of all 
the Coast Guard Stations in Alaska. Ve now have a number of soldiers in town 
each week-end from hitehorse and Fairbanks who are receiving these “Alaskan 
furloughs" of ten days. Our plan is to make our Church House available for 
recreational and sanitary facilities. Thank you for the $ 25. 00 check marked 
for September to cover War-Time Service activities. /The checks to cover 
<2 duly and August will Ag fie come Be from Camp ani Veto they did 
a previo one, Ls iy 44 j aotiN Oi rbedd erg LY “ Spee ul Ose 
Mpiaved ad Pit Yk old pictures of ini Harel st fae ee rip t 
the Klondike until I heerd from yous If these could be made up ye ele Seg 
Kodachrome e slides they would be very interesting and helpful to our work here. 
Vi sel jo og five slides*of Skagway and Whitehorse that I think you will 
wd ff Like ace to your r-Gollection. If you have any spare pictures K&EX of 
A Point Reston I would certainly like to exchange these for them. On further 
thought I em,sending you three views of the "LeConte" Icebergs which were taken 


e eight views will be placed in a little Kodachrome box rather 
\ehen sand them in ls envelope’ 


ha ty, 


cg ES ra) 
e* Our very best regards “to-You and your staff. 


Cordially, 


Sp.ta? 


Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor. 
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THE ARMY AND CIVILIAN COMMUNITY CHAPEL 
First Presbyterian Church 
Skagway, Alaska. 
Rev. Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor - Chaplain. 


‘ September 24, 1945 
Dr. J. Earl Jackman, Secretary, 
Unit of Work in Alaska, 
Presbyterian Church U. 5. A. 
156 Fifth “venue, 
New York 10, N. Y. 


Dear Dr. Jackman: 


It is with considerable feeling and mixed emotions that I tender my 
resignation of the Skagway Church, effective within six months of the 
present date. On the whole it has been a challenging field, an area of 
real need, and our ministry although not all that it should have been, it 
has born some fruit. Me have received more than we have given and we leave 
a host of fine friends. Briefly, there are two reasons. In our limited 
vision we have completed the immediate task as we see it. Secondly we are 
faced with the more personal reasons of health and finances, 


Originally, we volunteered for work under the /ar-Time Service Commission. 
Dr. Herman Nelson Worse referred me to llr. Roberts and he in turn introduced 
me to the Secretary of the Unit of jiork in Alaska. Skagway appealed to us 
because we were able to minister to the Service Nen and at the same time 
effect the transition back of thet church from army to civilian leadership. 
This particular task is about completed. A splendid group of officers in the 
Church and teachers in the Sunday School are now carrying forward the program. 
The merked indifference of the townspeople from when we first arrived has 
given way to cooperation and supvort. ‘Je have helped to break down the barriers 
of antagonism and criticism of the Church indirectly due to my predecessor, and 
we have built up considerable good will toward the church, The introduction of 
a budget and offering envelopes will further increase the effectiveness of the 
Skagway Church. Our efforts in securing and financing the new Church Com- 
manity Center will further meke the church the focal point of town activities. 


” 
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In the realm of more personal reasons. I am very concerned about the health 
of lrs. Fredsell, our little daughter and myself. Mrs. Fredsell and myself are 
now having trouble with our teeth due to the lack of calcium and sunshine. Our 
little girl has not hdd fresh milk for almost a year and any ffesh fruit is very 
costly and difficult to get. Recently, I was X-rayed at the Tuberculosis San- 


atarium and although it was negative, I was cautioned due to the fact that in the 
past year I have lost twenty pounds. 


As to our finances we ere constantly losing ground. The Board and the local 
Church has more than done their share but the fact remains that the very high 
cost of living makes it impossible to continue in Skagway under the present 
arrangement. Perhaps with the war being over it will alter the picture somewhat 
but food, light and heat will change little in cost. Ve have done considerable 
entertaining particularly of service men, Chaplains and transients but we felt 
it was in keeping with the Var-Time Service program. It is little enough to 
ask any man to serve in the mission program of the church and we have given this 
period of time to the work that needs to be done. ie will not ask any aid of the 
Board in getting back to the States, we will in all probability sell our personal 
property to help make the move possible. 


Yith the returning Chaplains you will have little trouble in finding a 
suitable man for this interesting field of work. A year ago it was a different 
story and the fact thet the Skagway Church had been vacant a year was one of the 
factors which prompted us to undertake the work. Je will in all probability 
return to our church in the Detroit area. TIherg’ need is greater than Skagway 
at present. The Director of Religious Education is leaving in October and the 
present Pastor would like to be relieved as soon as possible. ‘ith almost one 
hundred men returning to that church from the armed forces it would be helpful 
and important thet I be on hand. It is our hope that the Northville Church will 
contime to contribute at least $ 500. 00 a year to the Unit of Work in Alaska. 


It would be splendid if a new man could be brought here while we are still 
on the field. Je would appreciate leaving just as soon as possible but we will 
serve the six months as recommenaded in the recent statement. 


You have probably been away from the office and busy with the usual fall 
activities. ‘Je have anxiously looked for a letter following receipt of our 
August and September reports. Nith Yorld-ide Communion to be held on October 
7th we regret exceedingly that we have not received any supplies at this late 
date. Let me know if you are interested in the old Skagway Gold-rush pictures 
that I have on hand. 


Je will always treasure the splendid relationships we have known these 
past months. 


fl opdially, Z 
wr | ih hy 4 ya) Arad rrseell 
é oa | py ys . "redsefl 


pl" na , ye r Oe q > \f Herold F. 


the meeting of Presbytery that the Skegway Church was given a quota of 
i , It would be very helpful to me to have a copy of all the oP ee ER 000, assigne 8 PA 
————S————— 
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THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Skagway, Alaska. 
Reverend Harold F, Fredsell, Pastor 


October 15, 1945 


Dr. Je Larl Jackman, Secretary, 
Unit of jork in Alaska, 
Presbyterian Church U. S. A. 
-156 Fifth Avenue, 

New York 10, WN. Y. 


Dear Dr. Jackman: 


Enclosed is my report for the month of September. Thank you for your 
kind note of October 2nd, the helpful "October Alaska News Letter" and the 
usual efficient acknowledge"é "my communications,from Miss Frieda Koerner. 
( If I ever get to be an Executive of your caliber I hope to havea capable 
Secretary such as you have.) 


Please assure iiss. Koerner that the Jorld-/ide Communion materials 
arrived in the nick of time. Her splendid cooperation made it possible for 
a number of patients as well as the Skagway congregation to enjoy a more 
orderly Commmion Service. The materials arrived on Thursday and by hustling 
around we got out a Pastoral letter as well as miméographing the Sunday 
bulletin. _Fifty three partook of the elements at the Sunday morning service 
and in the afternoon we served “thirty y patients 73 at the Dep(t of _Indian Lffairs | 
Tuberculosis Sa atorium along with tito) patients at The ‘hite Pass and Yukon 
‘fospital. Enclosed is our draft for } 25, 00 to the¢Restorasion Fundof the — 
Jar-Time Service Commission. This was a special offering Té at the 
Communion Service. ‘Jould you kindly pass thet on to the ey ie of Dr. Harold 
Ae Dalzell. 


_ 


My report does not show a contribution as such for the Board of National 
Missions but we are undertaking an educational program along that line. In 
past years the Skagway Church has contributed $ 25. 00 as such to the Benevolence 
(on th of Presbytery. This year we included an item of $ 200. 00 for benevolences 
\on the basis of the weekly envelopes, They will soon be totaled and the report 
Wi dented et our officers meeting the later part of the month. I remember from 
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ry if your office has thet record. Kindly send this to me 
as soon as possible. Our offering envelopes will not total that much because we 


have just used them for this one year, but I am in hopes that the balance can be 
taken from the reguler funds for local expenses. 


‘e are making splendid progress on our Church Community Center. Every night 
this week we have had a “work bee" which calls for a lot of organization but we are 
seeing results. The remaining soldiers have been very good about donating their 
time and it is a wholesome activity in these days when there might be a “let down" 
with the war being over. In spite of labor being donated our expenses are running 
high such as the following; plumbing installation and connection with sewer about 
¢ 1100. 00; the moving of the building $ 1,000. 00; carpenters work for revamping 
it to our needs $ 300. OO and the new shingles for the exterior $ 600. 00. However, 
our people are working herd and it is a good project. The Jomans Church Auxiliary 
is sponsoring a Church Festival and Bazaar on Saturday October 20th. Mrs. Fredsell 
is heading up the committee to put on a Church Supper that night,the first they 
have had as such ( aside from pot-luck's) and with it all they hope to raise quite 
a sum. It will be a splendid building for Sunday School programs and we are be- 
ginning to work on our Christmas activities. The Sunday School is larger than it 
has been in some time and with additional class room space we will improve our 
religious educational program. 


with our names listed this month in the Year Book of Prayer it is our sincere 
desire to be worthy of our calling. Being the only minister in the community it 
was impossible for me to attend the Christian ‘Jorker's Conference. Another of our 
native boys has just died from Tuberculosis in the Army Hospital at Anchorage and 
I am awaiting his body for burial from the Church. 


Your paragraph under "New York" in the Alaska News Letter speaks to my heart. 
le will remember in our prayers these good friends Miss Stauffer at Kasaan and 
Cyrus Peck at Klukwan. However, with the Methodists taking over the Hospital at 
Seward and now building a new Church at Douglas it behooves us to press on in our 
white work as well. You are doing more than your share in recruiting workers such 
as the Fox's and now Mr. Gell for Hydaburg, but perhaps after I get back to the 
states I can help with the financial load. Condéidering the pioneer work that our 
Church has done in Alaska we cannot afford to loose our lead. Leslie Yaw has just 
written to me again conerning the Sitka pulpit and the funds needed for the new 
Administration Building but here again I feel I can be more help to him speaking 
to the city churches. 


Knowing your generous spirit I do not hesitate to remind you again of a 
suggestion I made earlier. ith our leaving the Skagway Church and Nanse you 
might want to locate your Field Representative for Alaska at Skagway. He would 
be available to both Presbyteries especially now with bus service from ‘hite- 
horse north and south. With the lay leadership we now have in the Church and ~ 
Sunday School he could give considerable time to field work and coordiante the 
larger program of the Presbyterian Church in Alaska. A summer student at 
Skagway under a Field Representative could handle the large tourist congregations. 
This is one more item on your aléady crowded agenda. 


Thank you again for all your many courtesies and the real joy of working 
under a Christian Stateman. 


FO a oe oo ao. eae 


THE ARMY AND CIVILIAN COMMUNITY CHAPEL 
First Presbyterian Church 
Skagway, Alaska. 
Reve Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor - Chaplain 


October 15, 1945 
Dr. J. Earl Jackman, Secretary, 
Unit of Work in Alaska, 
Presbyterian Church U, 5, A. 
156 fifth Aveneug 
New York 10, H. Y. 


Dear Dr, Jackman: 


It would probably. be helpful to your office to have a financial report 
on the appropriations of $ 25. 00 a month to cover our Jar-Time Service work. 
I did not realize that your office handligédsthe financing and I therefore 
in my reports to Dr. Getty mentioned the ‘monetary arrangements. There is no 
serious problem and I hope I did not embarass your splendid staff. 


From my understanding the appropriation of $ 25. 00 a month covers the 
period from January lst, 1945 when the original Beery mre from the Clear 
Lake Summer Conference Offering was expended. Over this ten month period we 
have received $ 225. 00 from The Committee On Camp and Church Activities as 
well as your office. This is certainly close enough to what we expected and 
we appreciate the assistance. The only confusion that there might be is the 
fact that the months recorded on the checks were incorrect and perhaps a 
detailed accounting would be helpful. From # my records I have arrived at 
the following figures: 
Check for ¢ 75. O00 marked for months of lar.,April, May- from Philadelphia 


u 


" " BO .n00 iF nbd Yo Mar., & April - " New York 
" " 26,2007 29 ne June "New York 
ate be 25. 00. 2" ay Sept. "New York 
te Al Re BOELOG. A ™ ee oe "May & October “New York 


abn the matter drop. With the aguerere gradually EoIaE TeTtpont this phase 
of our work will close in the next g at the latest. 


The Church has meant a lot to the soldiers and we sre happy ave had aie 
opportunity of ministering to them. snonrenr dS 
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THE ARMY AND CIVILIAN COMMUNITY CHAPEL 
First Presbyterian Church 
Skagway, Alaska. 
Rev. Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor - Chaplain 


November 16, 1945 
Rev. Dr. J. Harl Jackman, Secretary 
Unit of Jork in Alaska 
Presbyterian Church U. 5. A. 
156 “ifth Aveneu, 


New York 10, WN. Y. 
Deer Dr. Jackman: 


Enclosed you will find my report for the month of October. The 
mimeographed letter covering our service to the “USS Hudson" is rather 
complete tells quite a story. Feel free to use it in any publicity work 
that you care to. Wy primary purpose in writing it is to elicit support 
for our work in Alaska from some of the larger churches of Detroit and 
New York. A copy of the letter from the Commander of the boat is also 
enclosed. 


You will be. grieved to know that at one o'clock in the morning on 
the fifteenth, the Roman Catholic Mission Pius X here at Skagway was destroyed 
by fire. Only the four brick walls remain a loss of about $ 100 thousand. 
Here egain our Church Vommunity Center came to the rescue as I took all the 
children to our building by truck. At present they have been relocated at the 
Skegway Sanatorium which is three miles out of town. Je are gathering cloth- 
ing for them and assisting in other ways. From all reports they plan to 
purchase a building formerly used for a small hotel here in town and rebuild 
when they are able. 

I have been visiting the patients at the Skagway Sanatorium about twice 
a week, Once usually going from bed to bed and then also showing my colored 
slides and barrowed Alaskan movies. Dr. Seeazey's department of Evangelism 
has been very helpful in providing the little pamphlet which I distribute each 
week. I am wondering if those scripture text Calendars could be made available. 
I realixe they are quite costly but the R. C.'s will be giving them out and I 
would like to get them to our folks just as soon as possible. Bert Bingle had 


for the highway last year end that is where I got the thought from, We 
eoad Seah ehcte and perheps the Skagway Church contd’ share goUERE coste , 
ee 
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I am happy to send along our check for{ $ 125. O0)which represents half 
of our quota toward benevolent giving. Your ter to me mentioned some 
of the financial problems and I read it to our meeting of Elders and Trustees. 
, They felt you might want to use this check toward the Unit of Jork in Alaska. 
It has our designation if that is the procedure that should be followed. 


It is my hopes that I could tell the Skagway folks that you have a 
successor for me and I have not therefore informed them of my resignation. 
Certainly the first of the year will be plenty time enough to present this to 
them. In a brief hurried trip to Jrangell a few week s ago on business for 
the Axel Rasmussen Estate I was delighted to meet Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Jebster. 
je are fortunate in having these fine Christian leaders teking up their 
work again in Alaska. They mentioned a man who is interested in coming to 
Alaska, he is a class mate of Mr. Jebster's . He haé been doing some work 

ur for the Synod of California his name is_Dre Hugh Jonese Formerly he was at 
the jestminster Church, San Jose, California for some ten years. It is just 
barely possible that if he has done administrative work for the Synod you 
might be able to use him in a dual capacity of Field Representative and Pastor 
of the Skagway Church. Perhaps you might want to contact him. I understand 
he was being considered for the Sitka Church and I do not know who they 
finelly called. 


Thank you for trying to locate some K828 film for me. I likewise had a 
letter from Dr. thonne saying he could not send me any movie film which I 
would like to have very much. If you have any contacts in N. Y. C. I would 
appretiate a “packette" or two of Kodachrome movie film # No. 368. From all 
reports it is being released now but it will take some time to get to Alaska. 
I em anxious to take some pictures of my daughter opening her Christmas pack- 
arese You will be interested to know that I never tHook any pictures, slides 
or otherwise until I came to Alaska. However, surrounded by so much beauty 
it gets into your system and you join the many other camera fans. 


ve have been heving some severe winter for so early in the season. 
Our temperature has been about zero with biting north winds. Frozen plumbing 
is the problem about town and we are busy keeping the Church Community Center 
thawed out. The Rasmuson's are leaving on tomorrow's boat for St. Paul and 
then to California. He had a slight stroke about a week ago but he has re- 
covered very well. In fact he is planning to go to the Republican National 
Committee meeting in spite of Doctor's orders. 


Our greetings to the staff, lirs. Jackman and yourself. 


ordially, 


sell, 


P. S. Thank you for the $ 50. 00 received from Camp and Church Activities, 
this clears up the financial arrangements of our work with the 
service men. 


Bias 


Fy 


Firs ‘ Presbyterian Church 


wkagway, dAlaska. 
"ind The Gnurch ‘vas There." 


On October 24, 1945 the destroyer USS "Sudson" arrived at the 
port of Skagway, Alaska. The shiv was met by the Mayor of the City, 
two officers of the Presbyterian Shurch and its Pastor. Aside from 
the four liquor bars the only public place opened to these men was 
the Church Community Center. Here the two huné@red and fifty men were 
entertained and made welcome during their eight day stay. The Center 
waS open every afternoon ard evening with coffee and home-made cakes 
always available. Against the snow and the biting North wind the 
Church Center was a refuge. 

ore than that it was a spiritual haven. For the first time in 
elever months these men attended worship. Hoth the morning and tne 
Evenings services were crowded with men in blue. They were at Sunday 
ocho:l and a cuartet sang at the morning service. Following the wor- 
Shio hour many went to the homes of the Shurch people for Ginner. 

fhe Guurch Jomiunity Center was wade possible by the prayers and 
efforts of the local church with the help of the Presbyterian iar-Tiuwe 
service Fund. With the closing of the Skagway USO it became impera- 
tive that the remaining soldiers, visiting sailors anc towns people 
have a szathering place with wholesome surroundings. 

For three long years the Skagway Presbyterian Church had been the 
official Army Chapel for the orth vest Service Comuand. isinistering 
to the three thousand soldiers, two thousand construction workers an¢é 
the towns people she faced the challenge as the only protestant influ- 
ence. To countless numbers she brought nope, courage ana joy. 

Now with the coming of peace she faced tne days of reconstruction 
alone. The USO and the Red Cross nave gone on to larger fielas of 
service, the Church remains to carry on. Realizing the task to be un- 
dertaken the ‘Port Recreation Hall" was purchased, moved adjacent to 
the church and became tne social center. Twelve hundred dollars was 
raised by the Local church, to, that sum tee hundred dollars was :aaeqa 
by the Metyne oetes jaetceten, anda thirteen hundred dollar debt 
face a group of people who are unafraid of iene future. <A large por- 
tion of the labor necdeé to adapt the building to the needs of the 
Church was supplied by tne remaining solaGiers and the local people. 
ministering to the men aboard the USS "Hudson"™ alone has more than re-~ 
paid itself for the time and money spent. 

Since 1898 the Skagway Presbyterian Church has bravely withstood 
the changes which eonfronted her. >uring all these years the Board of 
rational Missions has continuea its generous support. Other denonina~ 
tions closed their churches, the Presbyterians alone remained. How 


om 


oiten the faithful Pastors ana the i:lssion Soard must nave questioned 
ths use of God's money and manvower. 

But with the coming of the war "the church was trere™* to serve her 
sons. The active church program brought many a wandering boy to Shrist 
and “oper house™ at the izanse was the helpful reminder of home. since 
18S8 this little frontier church has bravely struggled on to serve the 
new Gay because she was built, not of man but of God. 

Woré comes that the Foard of Pational inissions cannot sena to 
ska the sorely needed Field kKepresentative. "If all the iiission 


Ales 
Posts are filled this year our »Duaget provision will be short some 
4 2, 000. 00." -- "Rise Up! 0 bien of God,for you the Church coth wait? 


qarold: ¥. Freasell, Pastor and, 
Auxiliary Geaplain North west Coumana. 
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The Lianse, Skagway, Alaska. 
~ecember 7, 1945. 


bear lriend: 


"The winter! the brightness that blinds you, 
The. white land locked tight as a dru, 
The cold fear that follows and finds you, 
The silence that bludgeons you dumb. 

The snows that are older than history, : 
The woods where the weird shadows slant; 
The stillness, the moonlight, the mystery, E 
We've bade ‘ei good-by - but we can't. ; 
robert We service. 
We agree with the Bard of the lorthlana that winter \ 
brings its joys ana blessin.s. Recently we saw a 4 
colorful display of northern lights and now the ever- 
lasting hills are white with snow. Qur zero weather . 
came about the fifteenth of October and with an hour 
and twenty minutes of sunshine a day we well know 
that the winter is upon us. | 


Our work is vastly changed from a year ago. fMThe p 
Streets are no longer crowded with soldiers and the 
Civilians have again taken, over their town. Instead 
of one train an hour we now have two a weeks The 
Army will cancel the railroad contract in the Spring 
and the remaining soldiers will leave for the States. 
It is important that we minister to the remaining men 
but we join them in their desire to return homes 


We all three now oaualify as "“sourdoughs"™; the second 
winter holds little fear for us. Margaret) Anmeemeeee 
mother face the snow ana the biting Porth wind in warm | 
ski suits and Pop just about lives in his Alaskan seal 

fur hat. Our little lhiiss has been very well and )at cee : 
being a seasoned traveller on the mission boat she can 
tell you quite a story of Alaska. with soldiers) Gouee 4 
ists and missionaries as our table guests, Largaret nas 
done more ertertaining in the past year, than was true 
of the six previous years. Life on the frontier is 
interesting and being a minister means helping out as 
school teacher, banxer and legal administrator. Qné of 
our few problems is the lack of sunshine, fresh Milky 
fruit and vegetabies. However, God grants to us Ger 
tain blessings ana all of life has its compensations. 
The meaning of Christmas is especially plain to us this 
year. For a long time we have been stumbling through 
the zrim darkness of war. The rebirth of Christ's 
Spirit sounds the good news, "the people that walked in 
darkness have seen a great light." we pray that the 
"Light will bring to you hope, peace and joy, 


Please carry our aS ever, 

greetings to Mrs. he Fredsells* 

Jackman and the Margaret, Harold and wargaret Ann. 

staff. We pray for you God's strength and blessings inthe 

yeer ahead. . - ae 
Cordiall mat “Ss aed 
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Rev. Harold F. Fredsell 


| : » Paster. . 
ib December 17, 1945 Lo_4 Mh, 


Dr. J. Earl Jackman, Secretary, 
Unit of ork in Alaska. 

Board of National Missions, 
Presbyterian Church U. S. A. 
156 fifth Avenue, 

New York 10, N. Ye 


Dear Dr. Jackman: 


The busy Christmas season is upon us, but I always enjoy getting my 
monthly report off to your office. It usually calls forth a good reply from 
you and that is worth the promMfmess. We did enjoy your lovely Christmas 
greeting and the fifty Scripture Text Calendars go to the patients at the 
Skagway Seneatorium as a Christmas gift from our Board of Nationel Missions. 


Enclosed is the monthly report, the figures-speak for themselves. Our 
Youth Choirs under the direction of Mrs. *redsell are making excellent progress. 
Ye plan to use all three choirs on Christmas Eve when an offering will be received 
for The Xestoration Fund. Our Church Community Center is being used six days a 
week with yourth activities. The Elks, Sagles and ‘‘oments Club have pledged $ $200 
a month toward the cost of heat and light. At present it is being shingled and the 
finishing touches will then have it completed. Sunday we had a wonderful day of 
hristian fellowship. The folks from Haines and Klukwan came over in the afternoon ~~ 
lye d conducted the evening service. Visiting in the Church Community Center after= 
wards Paul Prouty reminded: Kenneth Fox and myself what the picture was a year agos . 
ic Skagway was down with new leadership, Haines was limping along with some temporary 
a leadership and Klukwan looked impossible. How the scene had changed in one year, our 
three churches + coming along in fine style. Helf the evening offering is enclosed 
> check for $3 30. 00 which is to go to the Boerd toward the rebuilding of the Klukwan ~ 
Wanse, the other tett tsto-go-te-the Sheddon Jackson Junior Cottegesi-witt send this 
ere check direct to Leslie Yaw. About 125 folks crowded the Skagway Church for 
this fine evening of Christian fellowship. The other check enclosed is our Thanks= 
giving offering toward the rnnal church. 


I heve hesitated to say anything to the Skagway folks about our going hopin 
we could say when a definite successor would arrive. The thought of the young fellow 
from McCormick would complicate things a little. We had hoped to leave the end of 
Werch and he could not possiblg arrive before the end of May. Perhaps a released 
Cheplain appiying to the Board for an assignment will yet appear. Bert Bingle has 
been invited by the Kasmuson's to come to Skagway for a visit some time, pos ‘ax he 
could do some substituting along with Paul Prouty and thereby supply the "kagway Chas aa 
Your suggestion of a man from McCormick has merit in so far as he would probably have 
@ liberal approach to people. One of the difficulties that Rotenberry experienced was” 
thet the Skegway people did not respond to his very conservative theology and the 
dogmatic methods. Let me hear from you concerning. any more recent developments. 


Our best of wishes to you and your staff in the year ahead. 


porsiadais ZN 
AL Ie soll igen 


Harold F. Yredsell. 
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THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN .CHURCH 
Skagway, Alaska. 
Rev. Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor. 


Jenuary 15, 1946 


Dr. Je Harl Jackman, Secretary, 
Unit of Work in Alaska. 
Presbyterian Church U. S. A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, 

New York 10, N. Y. 


Dear Dr. Jackman: 


Thenk you very kindly for your excellent Christmas gift to me of Dr. 
Blackwood's recent book. It is just what I wanted and fills a real need. 
I will greatly miss your warm personal letters and these lifts for the spirit 
that have meant so much to me, 


Our Christmas Eve. Service was a great joy. Margaret has been training 
a boys choir as well as a girls group along with the regular senior choir. All 
three chorus sang on Christmas Eve at the Vandle-light service. The year before 
the church was filled with soldiers, now the sanctuary was crowded with the towns- 
people who have again taken their place in the life of the church, Our offering 
for the Restoration Fund amounted to $ 142. 78. I will send this direct to the 
Treasurer but I thought you might went it for your records. The Sunday School 
Christmas progrem was held in our new Church Community Center and we had ample 
room for a change. Our stage is a wonderful asset. Toward our work in China we 
are again staking five claims and I will send the ¢ 50. 00 direct to the Foreign 
Board. Our building is rapidly being completed, the exterior shimgling work will 
cost about $ 600. 00. We are now meking plans to have the Church redecorated for : 
the Spring and we have funds for the project. Constantly our people are doing 
better and there are real signs of spiritual growth. 


? 
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In my December report to Camp and Church Activities I told them of the 
decreasing work among the members of the armed forces as such. Each week our 

Ni boys are being sent home and replacements will not be forthcoming. The “rmy plans 

9 cancel their lease of the White Pass and Yukon Railway early in the Spring. 
I suggested that they might want to send our appropriation of $ 25.00 a month to 
ome needier spot, Je continue to have “Open House" each week for twenty to twenty- 
five after the evening service but tery few of the congregation are soldiers as — 
Such, The largest group in the wankx evening are the nurses and staff of the new 
tuberculosis Sanatorium. Our evening service is largely attended by those other than 
the townspeople and it is important. We are therefore using our C Church 
funds for this purpose as well as the % 1,00 a week it costs me to go by bus out to 
the Senetorium for a visit with all” the patients. I have not asked the Skagway 
Church to stand the expenses connected with my work at the Sanatorium although our 
Sunday School now provides weekly Sunday School papers and quarterlies. Whatever, 
you and the committee decide about the $ 25. 00 appropriation will be satisfactory 
to uSe 


\ 


Are you still thinking of the McCormick Seminary boy for Skagway? Our full 
program at the Church Community Center calls for a young man and in some ways he 
appears to be a fine choice. You tear at our heart strings when you mention the 
possibility of the field being vacant for a month or two. ith the Pentecostals 
and the Episcopalians trying to organize work here, it would not be good leader- 
Ship on our part. The Detroit folks are looking for us in April. We have not 
however,set an exact date for our return and it is possible that we could stay 
through Baster Sunday and leave on the 25th of April. If at all possible I hope 
you can have Paul Prouty on the field when we leare and have him there until the 
new.man arrives. ith Paul filling that month in between nothing would inter- 
rupt the church program. I assume that Presb:tery will meet the early part of 
April and the young people's conference comes late in May. Is it at all possible 
that Peul will be free following Haster Sunday? We have not said anything yet 
to the Skagway folks about our going, hoping to have definite word from you about 


c* fam eae 
muson is slo , S 


Mr. Ee A. Ras y reéoveking from his recent stroke. At present 
he is in Yalifornia, “The Ossis Hotel" at Palm Springs. During his illness I 
helped him at the Sank for a couple of weeks which set his mind at ease. He came 
before the Trustees and asked their permission that I break in a Cashier in the 
emergency. The issue at stake was whkakk whether Skagway would have a Bank or 
not and the Trustees felt I was rendering valuable community service. I just give 
some @ccesional oversight now and it does not interfere with my regular duties. 


Miss. Blanche Horner our beloved nurse at Haines House was brought to the 
Nhite Pass Hospitel at Skagway today with a broken hip. I have just returned from 
seeing her and her only concern was the staff at Haines House who are short- 
handed at presant. Her love for the boys and girls and devotion for her work 
is nothing short of Christlike. Je can be justly proud of our fine workers in 
Alaska. Vith God's help and your direction I hope to make a continued contribu- 
tion to its advancement among the churches in the States, 


Our very best regards to your splendid staff. 


erely, 


Harold F. Fréd/sé11 
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THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHERCH 
Skagway, Alaska. 
Rev. Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor. 


February 18, 1946 
Dr. J. Harl Jackman, Secretary, 
Unit of work in Alaska, 
Presbyterian Church U. S. A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 10, N. Y. 


Dear Dr. Jackman: 


Enclosed is the statistical report for the month of January. The 
figures do not show entirely the fine spirit upon the part of our eople 
as they are carrying forward the work of the Church and Community Botan 
Express my appreciation to the Board for the salary adjustment and I am 
certain that every man in Alaska feels your devoted leadership in trying 
to adequately care for the physical and spiritual needs of your men. The 
two packages of K828 film arrived and I am very happy to receive them. 


Ve will prepare very shortly a complete list of all the furnishings 
at the lianse for the convenience of lir. amd Mrs. Dodge as well as to place 
a permanent record at your office. It is our plan as far as possible to 
leave most of the articles we brought with us and thereby leave the Manse 
better equipped then it was before. 


At the regular monthly meeting of the Skagway officers on February 5th 
we announced our plans to leave Skagway. One reason we waited was to definite- 
ly get word from you that a successor had been picked. Our Officers were very 
gracious in expressing what progress has been made in the past yeer and a half 
and the feeling of solidarity that will greet the Dodge's on their arrival. <. 
On Sundey February 10th at a congregational meeting we likewise announced our 
plans to return to our former church at Northville. From the community at ] 
there has been a fine response and not the adverse reaction that you habe Fe tor 
be the case. An old-timer remarked that the Skagway Church had lost grou . 
twenty years and it was now unified as had not been the case fer. man TS. 
There is a tremendous amount of good will evidenced pomant he u and th 
school board split of Knudsen's day, Soe he indiffere ce. vident durin 
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ell the activities of the entire town are held there. Last week for instance our 
folks had a town meeting to work toward the new 300 bed T, B. Sanatorium being 
located in Skagway, it was held not at the City Hall but at the Church Center. 
Our Joman's Church Auxiliary serve the noon-dey luncheon for the Chamber of 


Commerce at the Venter and thereby are helping to pay off our present small debt 
on the building. 


support if it ap 


ud ge goes out next month. lir. Le H. Johnston of our 
Board of Trustees and Mr. E. A. Larson, Secretary of the Board will probably write ; 
to you very soon asking what they can do toward the settling of the Dodges. We 
have a splendid group of Trustees now functioning which was certainly not the case 

in October of 1944, The Board at present te carrying forward a redecorating program 

in the church proper that will cost about $1, 500. 00. Further plans are for a 

new carpet and pews to replace the tuddetdnel theatre type seats. 


Your usual wise leadership was evidenced in the recent letter I received from 

Mr. E. A. Rasmuson who is at "The Oasis", Palm Springs, California saying he heard 
from you and that you wished him a speedy recovery. Mr. Rasmuson has many fine 
Quelities and the Church at large needs his good will. I wrote to him about our 
going aiter I hed presented it to the Board. MWargaret and myself are both fond of 
him, and I think that he in turn thinks a good deal of us. Just what his reaction 
will be it is difficult to say. Before he left in September I told him that it 

was just a matter of months before we would have to go back to Detroit, he some- 
what took it for granted. Knowing him as I do he will probably buck at the sug- 
gestion of the Skagway Church paying anything toward the settling of the Dodges, 
but in the end he will acquiesce. Here is a typical illustration. Our present 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees a splendid young man named ai tep EB. Olsen 
accompanied me out on one of my regular weekly visits to the T. B. Sanatorium. 

fhen I was about to pay the usual taxi fare of $ 1. 00 he protested that it should 
not come from me personally. At the August meeting he brought it up that the 
church should pay this weekly item of expense. Both lir. Ria saa and Mir. Johnston 
felt the church could not afford in terms of $ 52. 00 a year. I stated that I was 
taking it from my ‘lar-Time Service allowance and for the time being we could drop 
the matter. The next day Mr. Rasmuson gave me his personal check for $ 100. 00 

for work at the T. B. Sanatorium, hence I have been able to get the Christmas Story 
in Kodachrome slides, now the Easter Story is ordered which costs $ 22. 30 as well 
as providing the patients with a good deal of personal reading matter. He opposed 
the Board paying out a dollar a week, but he personally gave the $ 100. 00. 


The Northville folks are having a difficult time of it and are looking for 
us in April. Jhen I wrote to you in September I thought we might be able to get 
away in March. It is just barely possible that Dr. Stocker at the Washington 
Synodicel office will know of a man who could be ad-interim Pastor during April 
and Maye hen I sent the Restoration Fund offering of $ 142. 78 to him I asked 
hin concerning this possibility. To dete I have not heard from him. If nothing 
comes of this and it is agreeable with the Northville Church we will endeavor to 


stay through Easter Sunday April élst and I will supply the Skagway pulpit with Bi 
men through the fionth of Nay. For pulpit supplies, I will ‘ask an éfmy chaplain a 
trom ‘whitehorsé, and Wessrs Peck, Prouty, Fox and Booth for one Sunday each in b. 


that order. If we can stay through April that is going half way with the Board 
and Wr. Dodge. From my own experienee, Mr Dodge could be ordained previous to his 
greduation and thereby save considerable time. If you requested the National by 
Missions Committee of the the Chicago Presbytery to do so, I am quite sure it could 

be arranged. I was ordained in December previous to my graduation by the Presbytery 
of Brookly-Nassau.e Perhaps this suggestion would be helpful and save some time. 


Our Trustees desire to take out $ 2,000.00 additional insurance on the new 
im rch Community Center with the Board, kindly bee the periaidenee here ao 


Greetings to the staff and may God conti ar pork § abun ntly, 
Cordially, \ | Phe = 


( Carbon copy sent to the New York Office.) 
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THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH : 
Skagway, Alaska. 
Rev. Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor. 


March 18, 1946 
Rev. Je Earl Jackman, Secretary, 
Unit of Work in Alaska, 
Presbyterian Church U. Se A. 

156 Fifth Avenue, 

New York 10, Ne Ye 


Dear Dr. Jackman: 


Enclosed you will find the statistical report fér the month of 
February of the Skagway Church. Services are well attended, the various 
organizations are strengthened and the work continues to go forward. You 
will likewise find enclosed our check for $ 125. 00 to cover the balance on 
our benevolence quota. Please pass this on immediately to the Central 
Receiving Agency so that our church is duly credited for the year 1945-46, 


A copy of the inventory of the Skagway Manse is enclosed as requested 
in your last letter of January 18th. We have hesitated about leaving some of 
our personal articles due to the shortage in the States, but after considering 
their need at the Skagway Manse and the expensive freight rate involved we have 
finally decided to part with them, 


I had hoped te receive an answer from you based on my letter of February 
18th. From "The Church Times" I have read of your travels to interpret the 
work in Alaska to the various Synods and Presbyteries. You cannot be expected 
to answer every letter from the territory and carry forward your important 
work in the Statese It is another example of our need of a resident Field 
Representative for Alaska. 


There has been considerable concern on the part of both the Skagway 
Church and the Northville Church as to their pastoral leadership, Not hearing 
anything definite from you, I in turn have not been able to state clearly when 
I will be free to leave, In September I wrote to you resigning from the Skagway 
Church as of the end of March. With more than six months notice, theoretically 
I am relieved of my responsibilities as of that date. In so far as you 
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engaged the Rev. Mr. John Dodge to start his work at Skagway the early 

part of June, I feel it was your responsibility to arrange for an ad= 
interim pastor during the months of April and May. The work at both churches 
has been upon my heart and mind very much and I am trying conscientiously 

to do what is best for each of them, 


After eliminating a number of suggestions I am now awaiting word as to 
the possibility of the Rev. Mr. George Beck of Ketchikan to supply the Skagway 
Church during the months of April and May. Both Mrs. Fredsell and myself have 
been asked to assist at the meeting of Presbytery and Presbyterial but with 
the difficulty of a pulpit supply involved we have not been able to give definite 
word as to whether we can be present. Had I known you were going to be in 
California and Washington I would certainly have asked you to find a good man 
who would enjoy spending two months at the Skagway Church. Our folks feel 
they can take care of traveling expenses, the use of the Manse and $ 100. 00 
a month. 


The Skagway folks are grand and very considerate, You have probably 
received a letter from the Seseretary of the Board of Trustees, Mr. Ee Ae 
Larson asking what they can do to assist in the settling of the new man, 
They are hoping to pay our April salary in lieu of the amk fact that we had 
no vacation last year. If at all possible they meu want us to get some 
sorely needed sunshine before we face our busy task at the Northville Church. 
During the past year I have lost thirty-five pounds and Margaret and our 
little giri show their lack of fresh vegetables and milk, If Mr. Beck can 
supply the Skagway Church it will allow us a little more time driving across 
country and the Northville folks will feel better. We are faced with the 
challenge of reising between seven and eight thousand dollers for the Restora- 
tion Fund at the Northville Church. 


If all goes well we hope to be at Presbytery and continue to go South 
to Seattle if a man is at Skagway. We will have to watch our finances and to 
return to Skagway for a week or two after Presbytery will cost us about one 
hundred dollars. A good visit with you at Presbytery will be good for my 
soul. Perhaps you have some special task you would like me to do at Presbytery 
or at # 156 Fifth Avenue. If possible I am sto give a report at Union 
Seminary during commencement week as Secreatry-Treasurer of the class of 
‘41. This year will mark the first five year reunion of our seminary class. 


Our very best regards, we hope to see you at Presbytery. 


on 8 
y. Vie, 
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THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Skagway, Alaska. 
Reve Harold F,. Fredsell, Pastor. 


March 18, 1946 
Rev. Je Earl Jackman, Secretary, 
Unit of Work in Alaska, 
Presbyterian Church Use Ss Ae 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 10, N. Ye 


Deer Dr, Jackmen: Oa 

Enclosed you will find the statistical report for the month of 
February of the Skagway Church. Services are well attended, the various 
organizations are strengthened and the work continues to go forward. You 
will likewise find enclosed our check for Gest 00 to cover the balance on 
our benevolence quota. Please pass this o immediately to the Central 
Receiving Agency so that ey: chureh is duly credited for br y vi 1945-46, 
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A copy of the suveater ‘of the Skagway Manse a enclosed as requested 
in your last letter of January 18th. We have hesitated about leaving some of 
our personal articles due to the shortage in the States, but after considering 
their need et the Skagway Manse and the expensive freight rate involved we have 
my decided to part with them, 


I had hoped to receive an answer from you based on my letter of February 
18th. From "The Church Times" I heve read of your travels to interpret the 
| Work in Alaska to the various Synods and Presbyteries. You cannot be expected 
| to answer every letter from the territory and cerry forward your important 


| work in the Stetes. It is another example of our need of a resident Field 


Representative for Alaskae 


There has been considerable concern on the part of both the Skagway 
Chureh and the Northville Church as to their pastoral leadership. Not hearing 
anything definite from you, I in turn have not been able to state clearly when 
I will be free to leave, In September I wrote to you resigning from the Skagway 
Church as of the end of March. With more than six months notice, theoretically 


{I am relieved of my responsibilities as of that date. In so fer as you 
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engaged the Rev. lr. John Yodge to start his work at Skagway the early 

pert of June, I feel it was your responsibility to arrange for an ad~ 
interim pastor during the months of April and Maye The work at both churches 
has been upon my heart and mind very much and I am trying conscientiously 

to do what is best for each of them, 


After eliminating a number of suggestions I eam now awaiting word as to 
the possibility of the Rev, Mr. George Beck of Ketchikan to supply the Skagway 
Church during the months of April and Mey. Both Mrs. Fredsell and myself have 
been asked to assist at the meeting of Presbytery and Presbyterial but with 
the difficulty of a pulpit supply involved we have not been able to give definite 
word as to whether we can be present. Had I known you were going to be in 
California and ‘ashington I would certainly have asked you to find a good man 
who would enjoy spending two months at the Skagway Church, Our folks feel 


they can take cere of traveling expenses, the use of the Manse and § 100. 00 
a month. 


The Skagway folks are grand and very considerate, You have probably 
received a letter from the Sesretary of the Board of Trustees, Mr. Be Ae 
Larson asking whet they can do to assist in the settling of the new man, 
They are hoping to pay our April salary in lieu of the amk fact thet we hag 
no vacation last year. If at all possible they mmm want us to get some 
sorely needed sunshine before we face our busy task at the Northville Church. 
During the past year I have lost thirty-five pounds and Margaret and our 
little girl show their lack of fresh vegetables and milk, If Mr. Beck can 
supply the Skegway Church it will allow us a little more time driving across 
country and the Northville folks will feel better. We are faced with the 
challenge of raising between seven and eight thousand dollars for the Restora- 
tion Fund at the Northville Church. 


- If all goes well we hope to be at Presbytery and continue to go South 
to Seattle if a man is at Skagway. We will have to watch our finances and to 
return to Skagway for a week or two after Presbytery will cost us about one 
hundred dollars. A good visit with you at Presbytery will be good for my 
soul. Perhaps you have some special task you would like me to do at Presbytery 
or at # 156 Fifth Avenue. If possible I am sto give a report at Union 
Seminery during commencement week as Secreatry-Treasurer of the class of 
141. This year will merk the first five yeer reunion of our seminary class, 


Our very best regerds, we hope to see you at Presbytery. 


